Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



1 



T&E H&Kvznr. 



THT EAlTLvX. 






Thb glwy of the year i* wnnt. Tl- '^ 

tor whkji all tLe iiha eenc'uitf v?n 

paratioD : — ^the HarretiL vlijoj £ii> 

of the huEbaDdnuui imh j>>t. ai>d 

the bles^ng of plemr im Oi>t!V 

creatures. Wlmt a pcture trf l>u-7 i 

set before us ! The ocnmtiy jireweirj- 

peaianoe of beauty in m-hmt^a- drr^^^:^"* 

eye is tnmed. We mar Bee tlte ' 

with the wright of tLdr rijuaiiniT «"^***** 

meadows be^nniDg to ehow thtji t*^:"^*^ 

of light great, and tie corn fiel'if^ 

their golden produce. Xa:u: 

put on her richest rylx*, and ^'i**^** 

beheld in the rays </ an Air-""" .^f <>wi* ^ 

presents to the admira- of ii»<J '*^' ^^ g^^* ^•^ 

scene which gladdois ti* t«t* ^***\J^ <*•* ^ 

his tbou^ts to him who cr'J'*^^^^^ 



42. 
432. 



IHIIIIIIII 

600031 336M 



fl^ 



^ 



GOD IN HIS WORKS, 



OB 



REDEMPTION IN CREATION. 



BY 



THE BEY. RICHARD HEMPHILL, A.M. 

Chaplain to the North Strand Epiiiuopal Chapel, Dublin. 



•• O lord, how manifold are thy Works, in wisdom hast thou 
made them all."— Psaui civ, 34. 



DUBLIN 

WILLIAM CURRY, JUN. AND COMPANY, 

LONGMAN, BROWN, AND CO , LONDON. 

1842. 



8^- 



4Zt. 



PREFACE. 



If we go into an extensiye musdum, where 
a great many foreign and unknown objecta 
are presented to our view ; or, if we go to 
examine some strange piece of machinery) the 
different parts of which we are unacquainted 
with, will a mere examination of the different 
objects in the museum, or the different parts 
of the machine explain to us their nature, 
their history, or their uses? We may con- 
jecture and guess as to all we see, but we 
have no certainty as to the truth of our con- 
jectures : and if an accurate knowledge of the 
Taiious objects be of great importance to us, 
and materially affect our interests, we are still 
more bewildered and puzzled. But if we have 
a person with us who is perfectly familiar with 
every object in the museum, or if a book be 
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put into our hands, written by the inventor of 
this great piece of mechanism, and explaining 
every part of it, in what a different light, 
and with what different feelings do we examine 
every particular! We proceed in our exami- 
nation with certainty, satis&ction, and profit. 

Now, in such a position are we in this world. 
We are surrounded by objects, of which, as 
to their spiritual bearing, we are alt<^tber 
ignorant, until the Word of God is put into 
our hands, and we take Grod's Word as an 
interpreter of his Works. Still this branch 
of Scripture study is not pursued as generally 
as it might. Although to those who know 
the value of the Bible, the boasted sufficiency 
of the religion of nature must appear an idle 
vaunt, yet there is often found, even amongst 
Christians, a neglect of studying that book 
which Kes open for theur instruction in whatever 
direction they turn, where every thing seen 
is a type of something tmseen, where every 
thing natural may convey instruction with 
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respect to things spritnal, if the Word of 
God, and not onr own imagination, be the 
lamp by the light of which we read it. 

Too often are the books intended to direct 
the mind fix)m nature up to nature's Gtodf 
written so as to deduce from Grod's Works 
g^eneral ideas of his Goodness, or Wisdom, or 
Power, without entering into the peculiarities 
of the Christian dispensation, or the grace 
which has been rerealed in the Gospel of 
Christ: so that, generally speaking, nearly 
the same lesson is brought forward from aU 
the Works of Grod ; and a sumer may read, 
and be amused, without knowing what he 
must do to be saved. Not so the Scriptures. 
There the Works of God are brought forward 
to illustrate the most minute particulars con- 
nected with the Gt)spel of his Son, the state 
and prospects of the Church of Christ, and 
of every individual in <liat Church. 

To direct the minds of those who love to 
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contemplate the beauties of creation to the 
particular lessons to be learned there by the 
light of Scripture, is the design of the following 
pages : and such is the extent of the field 
opened, that many volumes might be profitably 
filled firom its inexhaustible treasures by any 
who had leisure and ability for the work. To 
bring forward the subjects here treated of so 
simply as to be fiuniUar and easily compre- 
hended, has been the endeavour of the writer. 
And, that the Great Teacher, who loved to 
illustrate divine truth by the most familiar 
objects, may accompany with his blessing the 
attempt now made, so as to make it profitable, 
is his earnest prayer. 

** Two worlds are ours : 'tis only sin 
Forbids us to descry 
The mystic heaven and earth witliin. 
Plain as the sea and sky. 

** Thou, who hast given me eyes to see 
And love this sight so fair. 
Give me a heart to find out Thee, 
And read Thee everywhere." 
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GOD IN HIS WORKS. 



I. 

THE FOG. 



" We walk by faith, not by right."— 2 Cor, v. 7. 
Now we fee through a glais, darkly i but then face to Hmc."— 1 Cor. ziil. IS. 



It is not easy to conceive what boundless mines 
of spiritual wealth are laid up in the Works of 
that God whose operations of nature and grace 
harmonize with a beauty wholly unknown to 
the natural man : nor can these wonders be dis- 
cerned until the Spirit of Gt>d touches the heart, 
and opens the eye of the imderstanding to gaze, 
as it were, into a new world, and behold the 
commonest occurrence, and most common-place 
event, fraught with spiritual beauty, and tinged 
with spiritual light. 

You have all, doubtless, been in a Fog ; and 
it may, with God's blessing, be profitable to 
consider how close the analogy is between your 
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course through the Fog, and a Chkistiam^s 

COURSE THROCJGH THE WORLD. 

You must walkbyyai^A, not by sight; for 
your vision is contracted into the little space 
immediately about your person, and therefore 
every step you take must be, not because you 
see^ but because you believe you are advancing 
in the right way. You do occasionally meet 
some little mark, some object which may serve 
to convince you that you have been pursuing 
the right path ; but the confidence that you have 
been so doing must be in actual exercise, and 
each step must be taken, before the object which 
gives you encouragement to proceed is pre- 
sented to your view. 

If you stand still, and contemplate the dense 
atmosphere around you, and begin to say within 
yourself — " If I go forward into this cold and 
comfortless looking mass, will not the natural 
consequence be, that I shall be immediately 
enveloped, and so entangled, that I shall never 
be able to discover my path ?*' — You wiU spend 
your time in fruitless speeidations, without 
advancing one step nearer to the end of your 
journey. But mark the difference when faith 
takes ihe lead, and steps forward into the im- 
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^penetrable aad forUdding expanse stretclied 
around I To your astonishment, the vapour is 
unable to enclose you more straitly, and seems 
to vanish as you advance. In whatever direction 
you turn, you still carry with you a small space 
in your immediate neighbourhood quite free 
from the gloom which reason would anticipate.; 
.and although your sight is still confined within 
as narrow limits as before, your faith is grow- 
ing strong, and investing even that little space 
with a very different aspect from that it pre^ 
viously presented. 

And how often does the Christian, instead 
:of going forward in simple dependence on the 
word of his God, stand, and look round on this 
world enveloped in the mist of sin, and calcu* 
late on probabilities and natural consequences 
until his spiritual perceptions become disordered; 
and were it not that the watchful care of Him 
who loves hb people "with an everlasting love," 
is often interposed, he would stray farther and 
farther from the right path, till he would at 
last forget the " B«est" which remaineth for the 
people of God. 

But there is another very remarkable feature 
in the case. Whilst enveloped in the gloom of 
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the densest Fog, you know that it does not 
prevent the bright sun from shining in the firma- 
ment, and even erdightening your path, although 
you cannot see him. — (Mic. vii. 8.) This is 
the Christian's consolation when in heaviness 
through manifold temptations, and perhaps the 
intervention of a cloud between him and the 
countenance of his God, that the Sun of Right- 
eousness is^ notwithstanding all, still shining 
brightly in the heavens, and that clouds are in 
continual motion, and will sooner or later pass 
away, whereas the Sun remains immovable. — 
(Heb. xiii. 8.) 

Now let us see the catise which produces the 
Fog. It is formed of exhalations which arise 
from the earth, and are condensed by the greater 
coldness of the surrounding air. And compa- 
ratively trifling would the Christian's trials be, 
but for earthly exhalations condensed by cold- 
ness ; — ^the prevailing ungodliness without, and 
the cold heart within. This is the way in which 
these earthly exhalations are described in Scrip- 
ture, where an Apostle uses the expression, 
"who mind earthly things," as a sufficient 
description of those who were " the enemies of 
the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction." 
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— (Phil. iii. 18, 19.) And again, the wisdom 
which is not from above is ** earthly^ sensual, 
devilish." — (Jas. iii. 15.) And, " he that is of 
the earth is earthly^ and speaketh of the earth/* 
— (John iii. 31.) Is it wonderfiil, then, that 
when the Christian is placed in a world where 
iniquity abounds, and is besides continually sen- 
sible of the coldness and deadness of his own 
heart, he should often feel gloomy, and have 
to ask, *' why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
and why art thou disquieted within me?" — (Ps, 
xlii. 11.) Thus he is continually obliged to 
trust in the Lord even against outward appear- 
ances, and to "walk hyfaith^ not by sight.*' — 
(2 Cor. V. 7.) 

The last feature I would notice is this : — after 
the chill, dark Fog has been dispersed, the 
rays of the sun are more welcome, and seem 
as though they were more intense than usual. 

And need the Christian be told, that the 
"joy" which " Cometh in the morning" is en- 
hanced by the " night" of heaviness which 
preceded it ? — that the light of God's counte- 
nance is more grateful and more valued from 
having been withheld for a time? — that the 
peace of the Cross is more subduing and more 



O GOD IN HIS WORKS. 

comforting, because preceded by the storms of 
sin and the struggles of unbelief? And if 
such be the case even in this world, what will 
that glorious reality be, of which all that can 
be now enjoyed is but a type? When the 
mista of sin shall be removed completely and 
for ever ; — when an unbroken stream of light 
and love will shine on us from the Sun of 
Kighteousness, never to be intercepted more; — 
when " there shall be no more curse : but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; 
and his servants shall serve him : and they 
shall see his face ; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads.*' — (Rev. xxii. 3, 4.) When "they 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb, which is in the midst of 
the throne, shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters ; and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes." (Rev. vii. 
16, 17.) 

This is the happy and triumphant termination 
of the ChristiarCs course^ when, raised above 
the Fog which enfolds this lower world, he 
enters into the presence and the joy of his Lord. 
May it be that of every individual who reads 
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these words. And if they be the means of 
lifting the heart of any poor sinner enveloped 
in a Fog, and fixing his thoughts on the Sun 
of Righteousness, they will not have been 
written in vain. 

" Our God, how firm his promise stands, 
£*en when he hides his face ! 
He tmsts in our Redeemer's hands,. 
His glory and his grace. 

, " Then why, my soul, these sad complaints^ 
Since Ctirist and we are one ? 
Thy God is faithful to his saints, 
Is ftdthM to his Son. 

** Beneath his smile my heart has liv*d. 
And part of hear'n possessM ; 
Then praise his name for grace receiv'd. 
And trust him for the rest.'* 

Da. Watts. 
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II. 

LIGHT. 



•• Qod if light."—! JOHH, L 5. 
" God is loYe."—! JOBir, It. 8. 



Have you ever, after watching all night by the 
sick bed of a suffering friend, remarked the 
gradual effects of the approach of "the day 
spring?" The dimly-burning taper sickens as 
he advances, and at length becomes useless ; the 
beauties of the surrounding scenery slowly but 
steadily unfold themselves ; the dark masses are 
gradually discernible, first beheld only in outline, 
presently, the tints of natural colouring begin 
to appear ; and, as the sim himself rises in silent 
majesty above the lofty mountain-peak, that 
which was before a dark and dreary landscape, is 
soon invested with a glory and a beauty, which 
art at its highest pitch can but faintly imitate. 
The voice of birds is heard from every spray, 
commencing their morning song of praise to 
their bountiful Creator. Man begins to rouse 
himself from the slumbers of the night. The 
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sounds of busy life are once more carried to the 
ear ; and soon the whole scene is again trans* 
formed into the bustle and activity which daily 
passes before Ae eyes of this world's inhabitant. 
How inconceivable would it be to the mind, 
that the landscape, which lay enveloped in the 
dark mantle of midnight gloom, would stand 
forth so soon arrayed in the bright robe of mom* 
ing cheerfiilness, only that we know from con** 
stant experience that it is even so. Truly, God's 
wonders, as well as his mercies, are new every 
morning, but shed forth with such an abundant 
hand, that we cease to stamp them with their 
proper value. 

The subject which I would wish thus to intro- 
duce to your hearts and my own, is the Love of 
God, which steals upon the soul into which the 
Spirit of Christ has entered, until it invests it 
with light and life, cheerfulness and peace, and 
all the heavenly joys which can be experienced 
in this wilderness state. 

^' Lo, this only have I found," saith the 
preacher, '< that God hath made man upright ; 
but they have sought out many inventions." 
(Ecd. vii. 29.) 

Love was an ingredient m man's character, 
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when originally created in the image of God, 
and it remains so still, the diflference being, the 
direction which it takes, the object to which it 
tends. Originally, the direction was towards 
Gt)d; He was the object on which it fixed. 
Trees, fruits, and flowers, — ^biids, beasts, and 
cattle, — all nature, animate and inanimate, 
seemed to his heart to bespeak a present God, 
and with it joined to swell the diorus to his praise 
whose name is Love. How altered I Now 
the direction is anywhere but towards God, — 
any object but God is chosen by man as worthy 
of the homage of his soul, ^^ because the carnal 
mind is enmity against God." — (Bom. viii. 7.) 
Man does not '^ like to retain God in his know- 
ledge," (Rom. i. 28,) for there is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God" (Brom. iii. 11); and, therefore, we find 
as a command what ought to be man's supreme 
delight, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart." — (Luke x. 27.) 

Man being thus by nature prone to set his 
affections on any thing but God, when his eyes 
are opened by divine grace to see the deceit- 
fulness and desperate wickedness of his heart, in 
fiying from the fountain of living waters to 
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broken dstems, which can hold no water, very 
often runs into another extreme, and fimcies that 
to love God supemdj, he must become indif- 
ferent to every other object, and steel his heart 
against every thingbelonging to this life, however 
" true, honest, just, pure, lovely, or of good 
report." — (Phil. iv. 8.) Now, as Bishop Butler 
remarks, " it is one of the peculiar weaknesses of 
human nature, when, upon a comparison of two 
things, one is foimd to be of greater importance 
than the other, to consider this other as of scarcely 
any importance at all." — {Analogy ^ Fart. ii. chap. 
1.) By this easy and natural operation of the 
mind, when a sinner is first made sensible of the 
amazing love of God to him as such, it is no 
wonder that he for a time becomes insensible to 
every other feeling, just as a sudden burst of 
sunshine sometimes so absorbs the thoughts for 
a moment, that the surrounding landscape is 
unheeded. But natural objects will gradually 
resume their subordinate places in the scenery, 
and so will the various lawful occupations of 
life, in the midst of which God has placed man, 
resume their subordinate position in the heart of 
the Christian. 

God's Love must be supreme; for there is 
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nothing here below that can far a moment be 
supposed to bear any comparison with it, as Dale 
has so beautifullj expressed it : — 

" A sweet, but solitary beam. 
An emanation from above 
Glimmers o*er life*s nncertain dream, — 
We hail that beam, and call it love I 
Bat fainter than the pale star's ray 
Before the noon-tide blaze of day. 
And lighter than the viewless sand 
Beneath the wave that sweeps the strand. 
Is all of love that man can know, — 
All that m angel-breasts can glow, — 
Compared, O Lord of Hosts, with Thine, 
Eternal, — ^Fathomless, — ^Divine !*' 

But die idea that the supreme love of Grod in 
the heart is not compatible with the love of 
any thinff earthlyi — ^that to love God with all 
our heart, we must empty it of every object — 
is unscriptural, and injurious to the cause of 
Christ's religion, being calculated to exhibit 
the love of God to the mind of man in a very 
repulsive and uninviting aspect, and one al- 
together unwarranted by his word, which com- 
mands us, not to become indifferent to all other 
objects, but to love them in connexion with 
Him, and in subservience to Him, A few 
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passages from many will suffice to prove that 
the word of God, so fiir from contemplating 
such an effect on the hearts of those who re- 
ceive the truth in the love of it, expects and 
commands the very opposite. " Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit imto unfeigned love of the brethren^ 
see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently."— (1 Pet. i. 22.) "A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another •* as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have lave one to 
another*^ — (John. xiii. 34, 35.) "Ye yourselves 
are taught of God to love one another •^-^{X 
Thess. iv. 9.) " If ye fulfil the royal law, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
Tieighbour as thyself, ye do well." — (James 
ii. 8.) The love of God, it is true, fills the 
heart, but it is as light fills the world when the 
sun appears above the horizon ; it fills it with- 
out displacing any thing but darkness.* Every 
thing remains undisturbed, and yet the world 

* This idea was suggested by a sermon preached some 
years ago in Clonmel, by the Rer. Henry Woodward, A.M. 
Bsctor of Fethard, county Tipperary. 
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\& filled with light; but though not dispkced^ 
every thing appears very different from the 
same landscape at midnight, for all that then 
appeared dark and dreary is now gilded with 
the bright beams of the morning sun. This is 
the figure used by Christ himself, who is the 
love of God embodied, the only manifestation 
we have of it, the only channel through which 
at can be conveyed to us. He says, " I am 
the light of the world, "* (John viii. 12; ix. 
5,) adding, ^^he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness." So when the love of God 
fills the soul, it illummes every object there; 
chasing away the darkness connected with each, 
but leaving the object itself invested with the 
bright jays of the Sun of Bighteousness. 

St. John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and who seems to have had his heart glowing 
with a live coal fix)m the Altar of God's love, 
defines the distinction very clearly in his First 
Epistle General. He tells us, that the mes- 
sage firom the beginning was, ^' that we should 
love one imother." — (1 John iiL 11.) Yea, he 
even says, that it is an evidence to us of our 
salvation. " We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because wfi love the 
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brethren. He that loveth not his brother abid* 
«th in death." — (1 John iii. 14.) Thus this 
love, so far from being incompatible with the 
supreme love of God, the absence of it denotes 
spiritual death — for ^^ he that loveth not, know- 
^th not God; for God is Lovb.** — (1 John 
iv. 8.) But at the same time he says, ^^ Love 
not the world, ndther the things that are in 
the world* K any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all thai 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world." — (1 John ii. 
15, 16.) Of course, objects in themselves sin- 
ful are chased away, as noxious vapours are 
dispersed by the rays of the sun ; but every 
thing in itself lawful is beheld in the light of 
God's love, and is thus made more desirable, 
not for its own sake merely ^ but on account of 
the beauty in which it is invested by the love of 
God. This is the reason that they who love 
God best will love their fellow-creatures best ; 
and this is the reason that they who love God 
most will discharge the relative duties of life 
most cheerfufly : for, instead of regarding them 
incompatible with a heart wholly devxDted to the 
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love and service of Grod, they will do all in 
the Lord, and to his glory. 

This Tiew of the subject, ^lulst it secures 
that lofty pre-eminence for the iQve of God, 
which is always given to it in Scripture, saves 
us from that morose and imthankful spirit 
which cannot see any reason to bless God for 
the many gifts that strew our pathway through 
the wilderness. This view of the subject in- 
culcates that cheerftd spirit which receives 
every £ivour, even the smallest, with thanks- 
giving to the author of every blessing, and 
enables us practically to show forth the truth 
of that divine expression, that *' wisdom's ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace." 

But here there ia an error in which we may 
be involved, unless we be watchftd. It is 
very easy sometimes to value God's gifts inde- 
pendently of the giver — it is very easy spme- 
times to love the children of God, not for their 
Lord's sake, but for something we see in them- 
selves, and then try to persuade ourselves that 
we are obeying the apostolic precept, "Love 
the brotherhood." — (1 Pet. ii, 17.) This way 
of obeying the precept is easy to human nature, 
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but the Holy Spirit alone can enable us to use 
the gifts which God bestows, to his glory, — to 
value them, and yet be ready to resign all at 
his Bununons. And I doubt not but the love 
of Christ, being supreme in the soul, so fiu* 
from lessening our enjoyment of God's best 
gifts m the wilderness, will have just the oppo- 
site effect, and increase it proportionably ; just 
as the brighter the sunshine, as it shines more 
and more unto the perfect day, the clearer, and 
brighter, and lovelier will the landscape appear. 
Dear reader, remember this lesson when 
watching for the day by the sick-bed of a suf- 
fering friend, — remember this when lying on 
your own bed of sickness, and worn out with 
tossings, you cry in anguish of spirit, " Would 
God it were mom." Imitate the Psahnist, who 
lifted up his heart, saying, " My soul waiteth 
for the Lord more than they that watch for the 
morning ; I say, more than they that watch for 
the morning." — (Ps. cxxx. 6.) Then, as surely 
as the sun streaks the eastern sky with his rosy 
light, sooner or later, in proportion as your 
faith requires to be tried, will " the day break, 
and the shadows flee away," — will the Sun of 
Eighteousnegs arise with healing in his wings, 

c 
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and fill your soul with joy and gladness: the 
Lord will lift up the light of his countenance, 
and give yqu peace. 

."Few rightly estimate the worth 

Of joys that spring and fade on earth : 
They are not weeds we should despise, 
They are not frnits of paradise : 
But wild flowers in the pilg^rim*s way, 
That cheer, yet not protract his stay : 
Which he dare not too fondly clasp, 
Lest they should perish in his grasp ; 
And yet may view, and wisely love. 
As proofs and types of joys above.** 
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III. 

GROWTH OF PLANTS. 



" To every aeed his own body." — 1 Cor. xt. 38. 

" The dead ahaU be railed incorruptible. "—1 Cok. xt. 6!t 



Who would have thought that the little hard, 
dry seed, which had been lying for months 
without any appearance of life, would, when 
committed to the earth, after a short interval, 
start forth in verdant beauty, and expand into 
a plant of heavenly workmanship, to adorn the 
still lovely wreck of a world once without sin, 
and to gladden the eyes of a race originally 
*' upright," and therefore happy, but now fallen, 
and therefore "bom to trouble, as the sparks 
fly upward I" 

The poet has said, 

" The world's a system of theology ;'* 

but of all the theological lessons which might 
be enforced by tracing the Growth of Plants, 
from the casting of the seed into the ground, 
to the full perfection of the matured herb, 
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"^^ ^ y«^ ^ ,y '"" ^^, pi^sent, select 

Lord wiU '^jj, ^^ ^y THE BODY. 

andgivf -" ,,^'^^^yrA^^6nciful appUcation 

*'^^^^f f^ ^t used by an inspired 

y ^jf^' ^tg brori^t forward the cavil 

/ (^ ^j,(h ^ , ^ seemeA to think his own 

0p^ hfe^^^ ie(iei^t proof that the doctrine 

^^rttfi^ ^ ^ 0^^^ *^ show the absurdity of 

i^^tf^^' 0, reference to the ordinary ope- 

c»^* tvT^9 launches out into a chain of 

^ gublin^^ly simple and unanswerable, 

Jirtg^ be equalled by the sublimity of the 

^ oiJ/ *^ J Jlude to I Cor. xv. 35, &c. The 

gubj^ flsks* ** ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ raised up ? 

obj^^f^ ivhat body do they come?" The 

^ answers, " Thou fool I that which thou 

*r jg not quickened, except it die : and 

^ f tehich thou sowest, thou sowest not that 

^ that shall be, but bare grain, it may 

hanoe of wheat, or of some other grain : but 

Cod ffiveth it a body as it hath pleased him, 

and to every seed his oton body.^* Here we 

learn that our "mortal bodies" are the seed, 

our resurrection bodies the plant — "sown in 

corruption," " raised in incorruption." 

Let us touch on a few features of the ana- 
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logy, praying that the Divine Spirit may render 
it a profitable contemplation to all who read. 

I. Let us look at the- parts of which the 
seed is composed. Most seeds consist of two 
ports — the lobes, and the germ. The lobes 
comprise the bulk of vegetable matter which 
composes the seed, and which gradually dies 
and falls off after the seed is cast into the 
ground. The germ is the plant in embryo, the 
part which does not die, but sprouts and expands 
into the future herb, tree, or flower. And have 
we not here a most striking illustration ? The 
lobes, or dying part, representing the believer's 
mortal body ; the germ, or undying part, repre- 
senting " Christ, our life" (Col. iii. 4), dwelling 
by his Spirit within (Col. i. 27). There- 
fore the apostle asks, " What I know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you?" — (I Cor. vi. 19.) 
The temple, indeed, will moulder in the dust, 
but its divine inhabitant, the Spirit of Christ, 
will, out of its ruins, raise such a superstruc- 
ture of glorified beauty as never entered into 
the heart of man to conceive. This the apostle 
teaches us, when he says, " If Christ he in 
you^ the hody is dead^ because of sin ; but the 
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• 

Spirit is lifcy because of righteousness." This 
he furthjer explains in the next verse, — "But 
if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." 
— (Rom. viii. 10, 11.) 

How lightly then should we value those perish- 
ing bodies, which, like the lobes of a seed, will 
mingle with the dods of the valley ; and how 
ardently should we long for " the Spirit of life," 
that blessed germ of immortality, which will 
raise up the believer, " a spiritual body," in the 
day of the Lord's appearing. 
' n. Another feature is the great difference in 
appearance between the seed and the plant. 
Just think of a grain of mustard seed, "the 
least of all seeds," and then consider the mustiu*d 
tree, sending forth its wide-spread branches so 
as to afford shelter to the birds of the air. Or 
look at the little acorn, whose germ is scarcely 
equal to the head of a pin, — and then behold the 
majestic oak rearing on high its sturdy branches, 
arrayed in their leafy honours of dark green. 
Or, to use the scriptural jGgure, look at the 
little hard grains of wheats and then cast your 
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eye over the rich and mellow hue of the field of 
standing com that waves its golden heads in the 
gladdening sunbeam ; and, in the difference be- 
tween the umBtaxdrseed and the xaustard'-tree 
— ^the acorn and the oak — the seed wheat and 
the standing com, you may see a &int resem- 
blance of the difference between the " natoial 
body" and the " spiritual body." WeU, then, 
might the Psalmist say, ^^ Oh, how great is thy 
goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that 
f^ar thee I"— (Psa. xxxi. 19.) WeU might St. 
Paul say, ^* Now we see through a glass, darUy ; 
but thenfiice to &ce." — (1 Cor. xiii. 12.) And St. 
John, ^* Now are we the sons of God ; and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be." — (1 John 
iii. 2.) And well may we, " while we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen" — ^beholding, with an eye of 
fidth, the ^^ fiu* more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory" — receive fresh strength and courage 
to "press toward the mark," if by any means 
we might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead."— (2 Cor. iv. 17, 18; Phfl. iii. 11, 14.) 

III. But let us remember, that when the seed 
is cast into the earth, the husbandman toatts for 
the harvest. And in what position do we see 



24 GOD IN HIS WORKS. 

Jesus now ? "He that soweth the good seed 
is the Son of Man ; the good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom." (Matt. xiii. 37, 38.) Many 
a precious grain of this goodly seed has been 
cast into the earth; and now he is — waiting. 
" From henceforth expecting^ till his enemies be 
made his footstool."— (Heb. x. 13.) '' The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death" — (1 
Cor. XV. 26) ; and then comes resurrection. 
" Christ, the first-fruits," has been gathered in, 
and now is the harvest approaching, — " after- 
ward they that are Christ's at his coming." — (1 
Cor. XV. 23.) When " He shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other." — (Matt. 
xxiv. 31.) And is not this what the whole crea- 
tion, now groaning and travaiUng in pain to- 
gether, is looking forward to ? Is not this what 
the great apostle, whose body has been so long 
silently mouldering in the dust, was looking 
forward to? Hear his own words: — "And 
not only they (the whole creation), but ourselves, 
also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wait" 
ing for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
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our body'' — (Bom. viii. 23.) Let us be found, 
now, in the same position. Let our conversation 
be in heaven, from whence we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the day 
of his appearing he wiU change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all things unto himself. — 
(Phil.iii. 20, 21.) 

lY. One feature more, and I have done. The 
plant, in its growth, shoots /rom the earth, and 
rises towards the sun in die heavens I What a 
difference these is between the seed and the plant, 
in this respect I Before it begins to grow, its 
tendency is towards the earth, according to the 
general law of the centre of gravity ; but when 
once growth commences, its tendency is towards 
another centre — ^the fountain of light ; and, put 
the plant where you will, this tendency is still 
discernible. 

And so it is with " our vile body." Its ten- 
dency is to decay and death ; until, at length, 
according to the general law, '^ Death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned," (Bom. v. 
12,) it sinks to the earth, and mingles with the 
dust from whence it was taken ; and then, like 
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the seed just cast into the ground, it is hidden 
from our view, and silently moulders away. But 
hark ! ** a shout" rends the sky, " the voice of 
the Archangel" resounds through the heavens, 
and " the trump of God," waxing louder and 
louder still, until it pierces even to earth's re- 
motest solitudes. It is " the last trump :" (see 
Rev. xi. 15 ;) ^^ for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed." — (1 Cor. xv. 52.) <« Marvel 
not at this, for the hour is coming, in the^ which 
aU that are in the graves shall hear his voice and 
shall come forth."— (John v. 28, 29.) The be- 
liever in Christ, just as other men, is " sown in 
corruption," the worm feeds sweetly on him ; 
but now he lifts up his head, for his redemption 
draweth nigh. His body rises from the dust, 
the earth is no longer its centre of gravity, it 
has found a new centre, whose attraction is so 
powerful as to overcome all former inclination, 
and draw its object to itself with unerring and 
imdiminishing strength. This new object is 
"the Sun of Righteousness" arising on this dark 
world ; it is Jesus coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven. No sooner does He shine forth in glory, 
than the " dead in Christ" rise from the sleep of 
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the grave, are caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air, and are ybr eoer with him. Well might 
the apostle add, *^ comfort one another with 
these words," (I Thess. iv.) for there is a rich 
stream of consolation enjoyed by those who can 
with steady fidth realize the prospect of that 
period when "there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away/' — (Rev. xxi. 4.) Great shall be 
the rejoicing, and loud shall be the song of tri- 
umph of God's children " in that day." " Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which 
^veth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ."— (1 Cor. xv. 54—57.) 

Let the world's votary boast of his scenes of 
grandeur and magnificence. Let the poet wear 
down his mental and bodily constitution in try- 
ing to frame pictures of sublimity. Let the 
philosopher, whose mind is so intent on admiring 
and examining, and analyzing the works of Crear- 
tion that he overlooks the far more wonderful 
work of Redemption, point to the most glorious 
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scenes in the visible works of God. But what 
are they all when we view them in the light of 
" that day ?" — " Less than nothing, and vanity.*' 
" The world passeth away, and the lust thereof." 
— (1 John ii. 17.) The poet's sickly dream has 
vanished. The works of creation are " burned 
up" (2 Pet. iii. 10 ;) and " then shall the righte- 
ous shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of 
their Father." — (Matt. xiii. 43.) 

Let us, then, one and aU, often think of 
that day. When we examine the exquisite 
workmanship of the bright flowers that strew 
our pathway; when we behold the lofty tree 
stretching its mighty branches towards the sky ; 
when we behold the spring, enamelling the 
earth with its innumerable varieties of vege- 
table life ; — seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses to the fact, let us 
think of the resurrection ; let us meditate 
on it oflien, and let every thought of it bring 
us nearer to the cross now^ and " when Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory." — (Col. iii. 4.) 
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" Creature all grandeur, son of truth and light. 
Up from the dust ! the last gresi day is bright, 
Bright on the Holy mountain, round the Throne, 
Bright where in borrowed light the far stars shone. 
Look down ! the depths are bright ! and hear them cr;, 
* Light ! Light !' — ^Look up ! tis rushiug down fx'om high ! 
Regions on regions, — far away they shine ; 
'Tis light ineffable, *tis light divine I-— 
' Immortal light, and" life for evermore 1' 
Off through the deep is heard from shore to shore 
Of rolling worlds I — Man, wake thee from the sod I 
Awake from death, awake ! and live with Goi» !*' 
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IV, 

THE MOON. 



'• I am the li^t of the warld.*"— Johh, riii. 13. 
*• Te are the li^t of the world.**— Matt. t. 14. 



The sun has sunk below the horizon, and even 
the crimson flush, which tinged the western 
sky, is &ding &st away, and giving place to 
the sober hue which ushers in the gloom of 
night. The heat of the day has subsided, and 
the chiU cool of evening once more resumes its 
sway. All nature is going to rest. The bird 
has hushed his merry note, the flowers are 
folding their bright petals for repose ; and now 
the sighing of the night-wind is heard in the 
branches, lamenting the absence of the ruler 
of the day ; and darkness, deepening every mo- 
ment, is taking silent possession of the earth, 
and casting its gloomy shadow on every object 
here below. 

But see ! the eastern sky is again brightening, 
and the pale light, gradually increasing, seems 
to herald in some object which will once more 
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invest the landscape with glory and beautj. 
Is it the sun which has thus suddenly returned 
to revisit that scene &om which he has but 
just departed ? No ; it is the sun's repre- 
sentative. See the tops of the trees tipped 
with silver light, as she rises, in unclouded 
beauty, behind the lofty grove, and traverses 
the heavens, through which the sun has but 
just finished liis course. In contemplating such 
a scene, what recollections crowd upon the 
mind; what a tide of thought rolls over the 
soul ! But are there no lessons here pictured 
in lovely characters of light, to point out the 
glories of Bedemption spread before us in the 
beauties of Creation ? Yes, there are many. 
But the Moon has been too oft;en taxed for 
spiritual lessons to leave any room for novelty 
of application ; therefore^ although these lessons 
Iiave not diminished one whit in importance, 
there is great danger of their diminishing in 
interest; for, as Coleridge says, "Truths of 
all others the most awful and mysterious, yet 
being, at the same time, of universal interest, 
are too often considered as so true, that they 
lose all the life and efficiency of truth, and lie 
bedridden in the dormitory of the soul, side 
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by side with the most despised and exploded 
errors." — (Aids to [Reflection.) Without the 
unction fiom the Holy One, these truths must 
lie unheeded still, but with that energetiq 
teaching they are always grateful 

"To palates that can taste immortal trath !** 

The subject which I mean to bring before you, 
in dependance on that Spirit's teaching, is con- 
tamed in one verse — " Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular." — (1 Cor. 
xii. 27.) And the truths I would desire to 
enforce, not only regard Ihe Church catholic, 
" the body of Christ," but each individual in 
that Church, " the members in particular." 

I. We will consider the Moon as the sun's 
representative. When the sun rose jfrom his 
tabernacle in the east, rejoicing as a giant, to 
run his course — ^his going forth from the end of 
the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it, 
and nothing hid from the heat thereof— he 
needed no representative, for he was himself 
present ; he could have none, for even of the 
two great hghts he was the greater, and would 
have put to shame any lesser orb that would 
dispute his sway. But now he has withdrawn 
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to his chamber in the west, and the lesser light, 
which all day long was useless, shines forth 
with mild lustre, and sheds a comparatively 
£iint influence oyer the earth, wliich otherwise 
would be enveloped in darkness. 

So it was with Christ. When on earth, he 
truly said, << As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.'' — (John ix. 0.) He 
visited the earth in our xiature, as our r^re- 
sentative — ^he died in our aafcore, as our repre- 
sentative—he rose again and ascended in our 
nature, as our representative : and in the same 
natmie and character he is now in the immediate 
presence of God, having left his Church to 
represent Him on earth. Accordingly he says 
to them, " Ye are the light of the world." — 
(Matt. V. 14.) This is the character in which 
his people, individually and collectively, are so 
often presented in Scripture. This is the testi- 
mony of Jesus himself to John the Baptist, — 
<^He was a burning and a shining light." — 
(John V. 35.) This is the exhortation of the 
apostle to those whom he wished to be ^^ blame- 
less and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation :" — ^^ Shine ye as lights in the world." — 

D 
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(Pha. ii. 16.) And « the path of the just" is 
said to be ^^ as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day/' — (Prov. 
iv. 18.) How overwhelining the thought, that 
poor sinners, such as we are, should be called 
to occupy such an exalted position as repre- 
sentatives of Christ I How loudly does it call 
on every one that nameth the name of Christ 
to depart from iniquity (2 Tim. ii. 19) ; to 
" walk circumspectly'* (Eph. v. 15) ; to " walk 
in wisdom toward them that are without" (Col. 
iv. 5); to ^^abstain from all appearance of evil" 
(1 Thess. V. 22) ; to be patterns of every 
good word and work, that glory and not 
reproach may be brought to that holy name 
whereby they are called 1 

II. The Moon shines on a sleeping world. 
The silence of death seems to pervade the scene 
80 lately animated with the hum of busy mil- 
lions, except as it is occasionally broken by the 
shout of revelry, and the song of merriment, 
as the drunkard 

" Reels over his foil bow!, and when 'tis drained. 
Fills up another to the brlm^ and laoghs 
At the poor bugbear — death V* 

So true is it, that, even in the literal sense, 
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<^ they that sleep, sleep iu the night, and they 
:^ that be drunken, are drunken in the night." 
St (1 Thess, V. 7.) And now the thief and the 

'^ assassin, who hate the light, skulk after their 
^' prey under cover of the darkness, and take this 

'^ opportunity of doing the works of their &ther, 

^ the devil. And yet the Moon shines on in 

"-^ silent majesty, only rendered brighter by the 

gloom, and more hateful to those who ^^love 
'^ darkness rather than light, because their deeds 

are evil." 

Such is the position of the Church of Christ 
in a world lying in wickedness. It is a light 
shining in a dark place ; its symbol a candlestick 
or light-bearer, to exhibit the word of life in all 
its bearings, ^^ to the latent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known, by the Church, the manifold 
wisdom of God." — (Eph. iii. 10.) It is an holy 
temple, builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit, (Eph. ii. 21, 22,) to 
show forth His power in regeneration, con- 
version, and sanctification, — ^in the manifestation 
of spiritual life, — in a consistent following of 
Christ our example, rejoicing in the truth as it is 
in Jesus, fruitful in every good work, a pattern 
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^^ • ^^e holiness to the world 

of ^^^"^^iing, by precept and example, 

"^ ^bter world I^Wch lies beyond the 

^denieas, that "mty which hath foundations, 

tirhose builder and maker is Qod."— (Heb. xi. 

10.) Such is the contrast which Christian diar 

raoter presents to worMIy character, as it sheds 

its mild light on the moral darkness which 

reighfir around ; just as the Mocm, raised high 

above the earth, passes along,, diflfasfng lustre 

on every object that comes within the sphere of 

its inftaence. 

Ill, The next point to be noticed is, that 
tdl tiie Maoris light is borrowed — ^that none of 
it is inherent. The Moon is an opaque body ; 
her luminous part always that Which is turned 
towards the sun, and the rest dark. When 
exactly opposite the sim, she is fiill. 

And is it not so with the Christian ? — ^What 
is he in himself? Dark, without a single ray 
of spiritual light. Man, in his natural state, 
has his ^^foolish heart darkened'' (Bom. i. 21) ; 
he has his '^ widerstanding darkened" (Eph. iv. 
18); ^^ darkness hath blinded his eye^^ (1 John, 
ii. 1 1); and therefore the Christian is said to be 
^^ called out of darkness^^' (1 Pet. ii. 9,) and 
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tamed ^^firom darkness to light." — (Acts xxyL 
18.) 

Let this iJiooght humble ub in our own eyes, 
and ezah Christ in our estimation ; let us desire 
to glorify, not ourselves, but our Father which 
is in heaven; let us endeavour to exhibit the 
beauty of holiness, not as any produce of our 
own hearts, but altogether the work of Gk>d 
within our souls, if there at all; let us remember 
that any light we exhibit is but the reflected 
beam which comes from Christ, the gilding of 
the lays of the Sun of iUghteousness, whi^ 
diould attract us, net to oursdves, but to Him. 
And in order that this may be our case, let us 
be ever ^loolking unto Jesus," that we may 
absorb light for our own joy and consolation, 
and reflect it for the benefit of others. Then 
may it be said of us, as it was of Israel, ^^ Thy 
renown went forth among the heathen for thy 
beauty; for it was perfect through my cpme^ 
linessj which I had put upon thee, saith the 
Lord God," — (Esek. xvi. 14.) Here is the 
Moon at her ftdl; — the Christis^, nothing; 
Christ, aU 1 

IV. As the Moon shines with borrowed, so 
does she also with vi^rying lights being spine- 
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times full, sometimes pardally obscured, and 
sometimes altogether dark. 

The Christiaii, too, has his bright and ^oomy 
seasons, — ^his limes of spiritual joy and sorrow. 
He sometimes can say in the fiilness of his 
heart, '^My spirit hath rejoiced in Grod my 
Sayionr;** and though now he sees Him not, 
yet belieying, he rejoices ^* with joy unspeak* 
able and full of glory." Again, he is in 
heaviness, through manifold temptations, afflic- 
tions, or trials. But his trials are but a passing 
doud; they dim his lustre for a season, but 
anon he brightens, and shines forth again. 
The effect of trials on the Christian is thus 
beautifidly described by Mr. Southey : — 

" MethinkB, if we would know 
How Tisitations of calamity 
Affect the pious soul, 'tis shown yon there ; 
Look yonder at that cloud, which through the sky 
Sailing; alone, doth cross in her career 
The rolling Moon I I watched it as it came. 
And deemed the dark opaque would hlot her beams ; 
But melting like a wreath of snow, it hangs 
In folds of wavy silrer round, and clothes 
The orb with richer beauties than her own^ 
Then, passing, leaves her in her light serene.** 

Such are the Chiistiaa'a trials., Heayiness may 
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eildure for a night, but joj cometh in the morn- 
ing ; for his trials are but " for a season," and 
even then, only " if need be." — (1 Pet. i. 6.) 

Under this head we may also class the spots 
which are discoverable on the Moon. And oh, 
what spots now darken the Christian Church ! 
What spots have ever darkened it since its 
foundation! In the days of the Saviour^s 
ministry on earth, when a Judas was found 
amongst the Apostles. In the days of the 
Apostle Paul, when he wrote his First Epistle 
to the Corinthians, rebuking them for schism, 
for envying, for strife, for incest, for fraud. — 
(ch. i. iii. V. vi.) And never can we expect to 
find the Church perfectly free from spots " until 
the day dawn" in which He will openly "pre- 
sent it to himself, a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy, and without blemish.'* — 
(Eph. V. 27.) 

The Moon is also sometimes totaUy eclipsed 
for a season. To a person unacquainted with 
the nature of the phenomenon, it might appear 
that her light was extinguished for ever. But 
no ; the cause being removed, she shines forth 
again with her wonted brilliancy. And here. 
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alas I there is often a sorrowful parallel in the 
Christian. Look at David in his fill — look at 
Noah in his wine — ^look at Peter in his denial 
of his heavenly Master. But need we look so far ? 
Let us look well within our own hearts^ and we 
will soon have abundant proof of this, and see 
ample reason to apply to ourselves the words 
of Isaiah, — " We grope for the wall like the 
Uind, and we grope as if we had no eyes : we 
stumble at noon-day as in the night ; we axe 
in desolate plaoes as dead men. We roar all 
like bears, and mourn sore like doves : we look 
fi)r judgment, but there is none ; for salvation, 
but it is fir off from us. For our transgressiona 
are multiplied b^ore thee^ and our sins testify 
against us : for our transgressions are with us ; 
and as for our iniquities, we know them." — 
(Isa. lix. iO.12.) 

But bear in mind, that the higher the Moon 
climbs in her course, the more free does she 
become from the mists and vapours of the 
earth, and shines forth with greater Inightness, ' 
giving increasing light to the worid below. 
This is an important fict ; let ue understand it 
experimentally. 

But seel in the midst of her course, the 
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Moon grows dull, aod eeems now to be every 
moment kBS briUiant, and give 1688 light, while 
the heavens and the earth seem every moment 
more strongly illuminated. Whence this re* 
verse ? Her HBPaBSENTATivB period is at an 
end ; and lol the ruler of the day himself oomes 
i^ain to hold undisputed away. No longer 
does he act threi^h the medium of a repre- 
saitative, but he oppearB in the east, chases 
away the daikness, rouses the slumberer, scares 
the assassin, iaterrupts the protracted revel, 
and fills the world with glory, and its iahabi- 
tants, as it wece» with new life. 

And, oh I reader^ bear in mind, that the 
Chorch of Christ will not always be left mourn- 
mg wilihoiit her Head* Her repnes^itative 
period is daily drawing nearer to a dose, and 
then will the Bukr of the day once more break 
fcrdi and ahiae, and put to fli^t for ever the 
ruler of the darkness of this world, and all his 
apostate confidderacy. ^^ I saw heaven opened^" 
says the beloved disciple, ^^ and behdd a white 
horse: and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
doth judge and make war. Hi» eyes were as 
a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
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crowns ; and he had a name written, that no 
man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood : and his name 
is caUed The Word of God. And the armies 
which were in heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and dean. 
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, 
that with it he should smite the nations : and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron : and he 
treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness and 
vnrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written. King 

OF KINGS, AND LoRD OF LORDS.**— '(SCV. SIX. 

1 1^16.) ^< Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him.** — (Eev. i. 7.) That will be the 
day of exaltation to his Church, the day of her 
visible union with her heavenly bridegroom, 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and be 
for ever with him in the golden palaces of light 
in the celestial city, no more to have her lustre 
dimmed for ever and ever. That will be the 
day of vengeance to his enemies, *^who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction fix)m 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power ; when he shall come to be glorified 
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in Ills saints, and admired in all them that 
believe, in that day." — (2 Thess. i. 9-10.) 
Those who now despise or slight his proffered 
salvation, shall then in vain strive " to go into 
the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the 
ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the 
glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake 
terribly the earth.** — (Isa* ii. 21.) 

Listen, then, to an inspired apostle : — ^^ The 
night is fir spent, the day is at hand; let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wanton- 
ness, not in strife and envying. Butputyeon 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision 
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.** — (Som. 
xiii. 12-14.) 

Beflector of the beams of heayenly lig^ht 
Whose fountain is the uncreated San, — 

Behold the Church ! where reigrus the darkest night, 
Her coarse in borrowed Bighteousness to run. 

Beflector of the graces of her Lord t 
How higlily honoored aboye all the earth. 

In holding forth the eyerlasting Word, 

To bless poor sinners with a heayenly birth ! 
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Refleotor of the Savioar's ima^e I whj 
Is thy fair brilliancy o'ercast with shade ? 

Does not Hi» lustre shine unchangeably 
With holy radianoe that oan. nerer fade ? 

Reflector of unfading Light ! — But still 
A medium darken*d by indwelling idn ; — 

Eclipsod by Earthy — bowed down by many an \\\, 
Tho* called of God a beaveidy orown to win ! 

Reflector of God's glory 1^-Yet to be 
RereaM m Union with her ris^n Hea4» 

When " Death i3 swallowed up in Victory," 
And all that dimmed her light for ever fled ! 
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V. 

FRUIT-TREES. 



" Every good tree bringeth fbrth gdod frnit'*— Matt. tH. 17. 
» He thel MieTtth ibaU not ■MkebMte.'*'-ISA. aucvili. 16. 



There is a aimpl^s mi^esty in the undeviating 
order which the God of nfttore observes in all 
his works, and the qooLet decision with which, ac- 
cording to his soT^^ign will, he brings them on 
from step to step to their completion, which 
forms a striking contrast to tiie fickle and 
unsteady method of man, and the irregularity he 
would soon introduce into the system of the 
universe, were it placed beneatii his sway. As 
it is, he must have firuits, and flowers, and 
vegetables forced into existence at any season 
but the natural one, (and the firther from the 
natural, the more valuable are they esteemed,) 
thereby giving us a pretty fair intimation of 
what we might expect, were the management of 
the world entrusted to such hands. But this is 
not confliied to the natural world ; we find the 
very same disposition manifested in regard to 
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likeimto the manner of God ? A way wkerein 
you can love and be loved, wherein you can bear 
and forbear m kindness ? A way in whidi the 
qsrit of kindness, like an all-embosaming atmos- 
phere, shall shroud and interpenetrate the whole 
of yaor doings ? And will not the Spirit of God 
in every heart shrink away, like the leaf of the 
aoneitiTe-^ant, from aU oontact with any llmig 
that is unlike the great and the blessed God ? 
Ar\i\ if yoin: heart does not so rinink, is it not 

because you are not in the Spirit of God? 

« * « « » 

'^ I stood and gazed upon the fields, whereon 
angels seemed to have been sowins diamonds 
bLca^t in Aeir ministrations of love, upon the 
waving com, upon the lake, and the forest 
beyond, and iihe glorious sun-light in which all 
were embosomed. As I gazed, the warm tear 
idflfld down my cheek. Spirit of beauty I Spirit 
of lovel Spirit of life I Spirit of God, in which all 
are found 1 1 O givje me the ^ patience of fidth,' 
that I may ever rest in thee, as that which 
cannot &il to bring peace and all blessings to 
those who do trust Thy all-pervading power." 

Impressed with the truth that "to every 
thing there is a season" (Ecd. iii. 1,) let us 
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look for a few nuxnents at the subject before 
us ; and majr each of us say in our hearts, ^^ O 
God, for Christ's sake, give me the Holy Spirit, 
Ihat I may profit by whatever good is brought 
before me 1" 

The people of God are sud in Scripture to 
be '' Trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord" (Isa« bd. 3) ; and of such the 
Psahnist tells us, that ^*he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
f<»*th his fruit in his season" — (Ps. i. 3.) 
From this we have a warrant to trace the 
analogy : and, ibr the sake of order and per- 
spicuity, we will take the different aspects in 
which it may present itself to us, s^arately. 

I. Let us behold the Fruit-tree at a season 
when it shares in the desolation which reigns 
o'^ nature's vast domain. It displays neither 
leaves, nor flowers, nor fruit, and yet, it is 
a Fruit-tree, and a healthy one: it manifests 
no symptoms of life, and yet it is as really alive 
as the tree, which in autumn, bends beneath 
the wdght of its clustering produce. What 
is then the difEerence between it and the other 
trees growing all round? — It has a different 
nature. Let them put forth ever so many 

E 
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leaves and branches, they put forth no fruit. 
Now, who would not deem the man devoid of 
reason who, in walking through his garden in 
the depth of winter, would say, cut down 
that tree, it is good for nothing — ^it has no 
fruit, and it is, therefore, but a cumberer of the 
ground I And yet, there is a paralleL 

Has not the follower of Christ his wintry 
seasons? Does not he, too, sometimes seem 
like a cumberer of the ground ? Does not the 
storm of sorrow, or the blight of affliction, — 
does not the sudden and paralyzing chill of 
terror, or the icy hand of tribulation or per- 
secution, sometimes bow down his head like a 
bulrush ? Yes : and many a time when in such 
circumstances he may thank God that his fellow- 
man is not his judge ; who, perhaps at the time, 
not suffering from the assaults of the enemy, 
would cast a scornful glance of pity, akin to 
contempt, on the bruised reed; and, were it 
left to his decision, would break it and cast it 
into the fire as only fit for the burning. 

And yet, the desolate period of winter is not 
only necessary, but beneficial to the Fruit-tree. 
It compacts the tender fibres of the preceding 
year, and hardens the trunk and branches, so 
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as to enable them to support the increase of 
fruit in the coming season. 

Such is the effect of his wintry seasons on 
the child of God. When perhaps he has been 
walking carelesslj or negligently, going softly 
and smoothly along, and &ncying that he will en- 
joy calm and sunshine all his journey through — 
his wise and merciful Father has other lessons for 
him to learn. The wintry tempest is sent to 
teachhimtogirduptiieloLof^mind, and 
be sober (1 Pet i. 13), to bring his fidth into 
active exercise, to quicken his tardy pace, to 
fix his thoughts and affections on heavenly 
things, and force him to feel himself a stranger 
and a pilgrim on the earth. Thus, whilst he is, 
perhaps, to the eye of the superficial observer, 
suffering under the displeasure of his God, he 
himself regards even this desolate period as one 
of God's many love-tokens to his soul : for, 

'* There is a secret in th« ways of God 
With his own children, which none others know. 
That sweetens all he does." 

And when his &ith is thus brought into active 
exerdse, he goes forward without fear, knowing 
that, although afflicted, and mourning, and de^ 
solate, for the present he is so, that his soul 
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may be prepafred for the reception of an increase 
of spiritual blessings ; and diat, instead of being 
cast off by the God in whom he tmstS) he is 
malted as a Tree for Ms especial culture ; " for, 
whom the Lord loyeth he chasteneUi ;'' and, 
although *' no chastening for the present seemeth. 
to be joyous, but grieTOus : nevoiihdesB, after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable firuit of righteous- 
ness unto them whiA are exercised thereby." — 
(Heb. xii. 6, 11.) 

II. But ft different period is hastening. The 
frost and snow melt away before iJie breath of 
spring. The ice-bound streams are unlocked — 
the atmosphere grows more genial — a gradual 
change is stealing over the &ce of natiire, and 
the Fruit-tree manifests symptoms of life, by 
putting forth tiie t^ida* buds which soon expand 
into LEAVES. . Ilie superficial examine may 
here again say, ^^what use is this* tree, it has 
nothing but leaves on it?" But pause, good 
friend — ^look a Uttle deeper before drawing a 
rash conclusion. These leaves may be of no 
Use to thee, but they are so useful to the tree, 
that without them it cannot grow and bear fruit. 
They are its lungs to imbibe and transmit air. 
They are full of vessels: some for conveying 
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the aap from the stem, to expose it to the 
action of air and light ; and others, for convey- 
ing back to the tree the vegetable juices thus 
prepared for its support. I£ you wish to know 
whether they be a mere ornament, pluck the 
tree bare, and you may come back in autumn 
seeking fruit but finding none. 

Now, there are some Christians, who, from 
mistaken zeal, would look for the fruit before 
the leaves. They seem to lay more stress on 
the numifestatioH of Christianity than the pos- 
session of it, and brand as unfaithful, those who 
in their judgment seem to be useless, because 
not diffusing abroad what they may not yet have 
imbibed at Iiome ; beciause, not giving what they 
may not yet have received. Such seems to have 
been the complaint of the Shulamite — ^^My 
mother's children were angry with me ; they made 
me the keeper of the vineyards ; but mine ovm 
vineyard have I not kept.'' — (Cant* i. 6.) This 
is reversing God's order. The leaves mnst come 
first to imbibe the air, or the tree will never 
bear fruit. The Christian must imbibe the b)reath 
of God's Spirit before he can bring forth the 
fruits of that Spirit. " The ear and the eye," 
says Bishop Hall, <^are the mind's receivers]; 
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but the tongue is only busied in expending the 
treasure received. If, therefore, the revenues 
of the mmd be uttered as &6t &ster than 
they are received, it cannot be but that the mind 
must needs be held bare, and can never lay up 
for purchase." Therefore says the same writer, 
"I will not spend much, and store up little, 
lest I be prodigal and poor.*' — The attempt, 
therefore, to manifest the fruits of Christianity 
for the benefit of others, befi)re*we have within 
us that growth by which they are produced, 
must of necessity prove as abortive, as if a child 
should attempt to perform the task of a full- 
grown man. 

III. But what will the impatient say to this ? 
There is another period yet to intervene, and 
still no fhiit. It is the season of flowers. The 
trees are hung with rich blossoms, and the eye 
is gladdened in their contemplation. But still 
it may be said, eui bono 9 of what use are they? 
— we have still the same answer to give with 
regard to the Flowers, that we had concerning 
the Leaves, — viz. that without them there can- 
not be fruit ; for within these Flowers the Fruit 
will be kemelled. And, though we had no such 
answer to give, yet should it be sufficient for us 
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to know that they are the work of God, who 
has not created any thing in vain ; and let us 
act but the part of the bee, and we may extract 
much sweetness even from these. They are or- 
namental : and has not the Christian his orna- 
ments? — Yes, Christians are to ^^ adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, in all things/' 
(Tit« ii. 10.) And many of the Christian omar- 
ments, such as <^ a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of Gt>d of great price," (1 Pet. iii. 
4,) sobermindedness, gravity, sincerity, (Tit. ii. 
6,7,) humility, (1 Pet. v. 5,) are often lower in 
man's estimation than those gifts which may be 
possessed without vital Christianity at all. 

But mark I ^^ many will say to me in that day. 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name ? and in thy name have cast out devils ? 
and in thy name done many wonderftd works ? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity."— (Matt. vii. 22, 23.) 

lY. At length we come to the time of fruit. 
The gay petals fitde, and drop off, and the fruit 
appears. But there is yet a delay, for it requires 
time to ripen. It is at first small, hard, and 
tasteless, but after having been exposed to the 
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rays of the sun, it gradually grows soft, and 
ripe, and good for food. There are some, doubt- 
less, who through untempered zeal would prefer 
the seed which "forthwith sprung up," (Matt, 
xiii. 5,) to that which for a time showed no 
symptoms of life, and afterwards, when it did 
grow, grew up more slowly. But what was 
the result? That had no root, and withered 
away when the sun was up ; — this brought forth 
fruit, some an hundred-fold,'! some sixty-fold^ 
some thirty-fold (Matt. xiii. 6, 8) : and in the 
interpretation of the Parable we are told that 
they brought forth fruit with patience^ — (Luke 
viii. 16.) 

And here we may remark a great difference 
between what man calls fruit, and what is so 
called in the word of God : i. e. between what 
is called fruit in the liatural world, and what is 
so called in the spiritual. Man gives the appel- 
lation to the final produce of the tree, — God, 
to every manifestation of life, the bud, the 
leaf, or the blossom, as well as the ftdly ripened 
production displayed towards the close of the 
season. 

And, from want of a practical knowledge of 
the Word of God, this is too often the case in 
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spiritual things. Even those who have acquired 
a kind of knowledge of the word of Grod, jet 
being, as the Apostle terms it, ^^unskilAil in 
the word of righteousness," and not being of 
^^ those who hj reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil," (Heb. 
V. 13, 14,) too often understand the fruits of 
Christianity to be merely those external acts of 
benevolence and kindness, which are undoubt- 
edly fruits of Christianity, but which may also 
spring from pride, vain-glory, hj^pocrisy, self- 
righteousness, and many other sources than 
Christian principle. But take the Scripture 
view of the case, and you will find much intemal 
fruit, which man would be apt to class amongst 
the useless. *^ The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, fidth, meekness, temperance." — (Gal. v. 
22, 23.) And when the Spirit which is life, 
(Rom. viii. 10,) quickens the soul of the sinner, 
before dead in trespasses and sins, (Eph. ii. 1,) 
every manifestation of spiritual life is a fruit of 
that Spirit ; whether it be a bud, which merely 
shows the existence of life, or a leaf, which im- 
bibes the breath and moisture of heaven, and 
scatters nutriment through the whole spiritual 
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fiystem, — or aflower, which shows the ornamental 
graces of the Spirit, and promises more substan- 
tial fruit. But the outward act, imless it pro- 
ceed from a living principle within, i. e. the 
Spirit of the living God, is not a fruit of Chris- 
tianity at all. Hear St. Paul, ^^ Though I speak 
with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I 
have the gift of prophecy^ and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and though I 
have aU fidth, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing. And 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing."— 
(1 Cor. xiii. 1-3.) 

Let us then never rest satisfied without pos- 
sessing the Spirit of God. — (John iii. 3, 5; 
Luke xi. 9-13.) But, once quickened by 
him, let us wait patiently on the Lord, who 
does not despise the day of small things, and 
let us not undervalue the smallest flower, espe- 
cially if it be the Jlower of a fruit-tree. And 
when we look around us, whether we see the 
Fruit-tree tossed by the storm of winter, or 
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invested with the green livery of spring, or 
covered with blossoms bright and beautiful, or 
laden with the dustering fruits of autumn, 
let us not pass heedlessly by ; but as we gaze 
on the slow but steady progress firom bud to 
leaf, from leaf to flower, and from flower to 
fruit, let us not forget the spiritual growth 
that should be going on within our souls, and 
learn the efficacy and power of the patience 

OF FAITH. 



*' Planted in Zion's garden, sacred spot, 
Enclosed with walls of everlasting loye, 
Oh ! may I grow in grace I he daily pran*d 
By his unerring hand, who eyer loves 
The plants of grace, and trees of righteousness. 
In Jesus rooted deeply — growing up 
In him — ^till perfected in growth of grace, 
The Husbandman transplants my soul to heaven. 
There, in a milder clime, and purer air 
To live, and thrive, a fragrant Evergreen. 
TiU then, oh ! may I grow beneath his care, 
Water'd at root with showers of heavenly grace. 
And prove more fruitftd every day I live. 
Hail, heavenly spring ! the early life of grace, 
VThich puts forth buds and blossoms of desire. 
Supplied with sap from Christ my living root. 
Come, Summer's growth, which sets the blossoms firm. 
In fruits of righteousness, by Jesus Christ, 
To glorify the heavenly husbandman, — 
Enrich the Church — ^repay the laborer's toil. 
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Soon the Aatomnal gathering time shall come 
Oh I may my soul be ripe for glory found. 
And, when the barren fig-trees are cut down 
As fuel for the everlasting flame. 
May I in Jesus* gamer find a place." 
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VI. 

DEW. 



My q>eeeh duOl diftQ m the dew."— Dbut. zzzii. 2. 
Tbey iluU be aUUu^ of God."— Jobk, ▼!. 45. 



Manifold are the meanfi which God makes »uBe 
of in carrjing on the course of the natural 
world. The storm howls in fearfol gusts ; the 
thunder rolls its dread artillery ; the lightning- 
flash, as it were the waving of his glitter- 
ing sword, startles us into the acknowledg- 
ment that we are mortal; — ^bnt they purify 
the air of its noxious and unwholesome vapours, 
which would otherwise accumulate, and cause 
a pestilence* The snow-flake and rain<.drop 
fertilize the earth, the sun vivifies and en- 
lightens the world; and all these are God's 
messengers fulfilling his word ; all these declare 
his praise, and tacitly reproach his ungrateful 
children for their silence. All these combine 

• 

to clothe the earth with its beautifid robes of 
green, to spangle it with innumerable flowers, 
and enrich it with ripening crops. But there 
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is one which performs its noiseless ministrations 
with no less certainty, although with more 
secrecy. When the parching heat is unmiti- 
gated, even by a breath of wind — ^the heavy 
air unrelieved, even by a lightning-flash — the 
withering herbage unrefreshed by the &lling 
rain-drops, and all nature seems languishing 
beneath the blazing heat of a cloudless sky — 
the. Dew steals, unperceived, and when there 
is none to notice, pours its refreshing treasures 
on the dying herbage, and thus affords, relief 
in the hour of need, and covers the face of the 
earth with verdure, causing it to bring forth 
and bud* 

The Lord, ^ho thus makes so many different 
means combine to produce this effect, also uses 
many and various means for teaching his chil« 
dren* The desolating storm bursts in mercy 
on the unprotected head, to drive the sinner 
into shelter ; the thunder of his power makes 
the spirit quaQ before him ; the lightning-flash 
of judgment terrifies ; all the waves and billows 
roll over the aflMghted smner, rather than allow 
him to go quietly and smoothly on to d&* 
struction. But though these are used by the 
Lord providentially, to bring about his purpo^ 
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ses of love, yet is there in them no " comfort 
of love," for they are his strange work, 
although they sometimes introduce the teach- 
ing, which falls like refireshing dew upon the 
heart which has been parched and withered 
by the terrors of a '* fiery law." — " And, behold, 
the Lord passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces 
the rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was 
not in the wind : and after the wind an earth- 
quake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake ; 
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire ; and after the fire a still 
small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard 
it, that he wrapped hi^ face in his mantle, and 
went out, and stood in the entering in of the 
cave." — (1 Kings xix. 11 — 13.) Such was the 
order of God's dealing with his prophet in time 
past, and the same is spiritually true with 
respect to many of his servants now. 

The Dew is used in Scripture to symbolize 
not merely the word of God, but that word 
in operation, ♦^My speech shall distil as the 
dew." — (Deut. xxxii. 2.) This is notthe voice 
of God to the ear, but to the heart — the word 
accompanied by the unction from the Holy One 



64 GOD IN HIS WORKS. 

— ^brought home to the conscienoe — ^breathed by 
the Spirit into the soul, and there&re effectual 
through his teadiing. 

In what manner does the Dew perform its 
ministrations ? — It performs them independently 
of^ and UTiaided by man. — (Job. xxxriii. 28.) 
Man lies down to sLs^, and when he rises in the 
morning he sees that the Dew has been at work, 
he sees the herbage glistening «u3 if it had been 
sown with diamonds, and he acknowledges it to 
be all of God, without his assistance. And why 
not acknowledge God's teaching to be all of 
God ? What co-operation in the work of en- 
lightening and sanctifying could proceed from 
a heart which is enmity against God, (Bom. viii. 
7,) and therefore unwilling to be in any way like 
him, until m^ide willing by him who worketh in 
his people to will, as well as to do, of his good 
pleasure. — (Phil. ii. 13.) Man may try to exalt 
himself, and labour in the very fire that he may 
have some share in this work, and take to him- 
self some of that ^ory which God will not give 
imto another ; but in vain. The object is not 
attained. ' Evil passions are not restrained ; — evil 
habits are not abandoned ; — ^as the heart was, so 
it remains, eartUy ; for nothing but " the grace 
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of God that bringeth salvation'' can teach men 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world. — (Tit. ii. 11, 12.) Nothing can be more 
decided than the Scripture testimony on this 
subject. The sons of God are *' bom, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God" (John i. 13) ; and 
" of his own will begat he us with the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of 
his creatures." — (James i. 18.) 

The Dew performs its ministrations silently. 
In the warm weather, when the night is clear 
and calm, the Dew falls abundantly ; but who 
would look for it in a storm ? And how much 
that we hear of Christ and his religion partakes 
of the nature of the storm I How much 
striving, and impatience, and uncharitableness, 
and excitement! how many ^Wain babblings*' 
and '^foolish and unlearned questions,'' — and 
how little reality in it all I How little ^^ sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity" — how little of 
Christ in the heart — how little zeal for his 
cause-Jiow little jealousy for the glpry of his 
name — amid party strife, worldly ends, and the 
carnal pride of trying to exalt our owpt I This 
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shows US the difference between the teaching of 
man and the teaching of Grod ; and how much of 
what is called religious attainment is not of 
God, being not merely unprofitable to the reci- 
pient, but often leaving him worse than he was 
before, and exhibiting to the eyes of the world 
that strangest of anomalies, if indeed such a 
thing can in reality exiat,-a proud Christian, 
a puffed up Christian, or an uncharitable 
Christian. 

This we will see more clearly from looking at 
the effects of the Dew. When the fields are 
scorched and burned up by the rays of the mid- 
day sun, the Dew is not useless ; it cools and 
refi^shes the vegetable world, and makes it 
productive. In Judea, and coimtries where 
there is but little rain, the Dew is particularly 
copious. I have heard a traveller say, that being 
encamped for a night on Mount Hermon, he 
was completely wet with the Dew, which fell so 
copiously that even their tent was insufiicient to 
keep it off. If we look on the Dew as a symbol 
of Grod's teaching, of the word of his grace 
brought to the heart by the Spirit's power, it is 
no wonder that the ^^ dew of Hermon" should 
be considered as a token of peculiar blessing, 
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(Psalm cxxxiii. 3,) and that the Scripture use of 
this emblem should come with more force to the 
minds of those to whom ** the oracles of God'' 
were more inmiediately entrusted, than it pos»bly 
could do to us. The Dew also washes away the 
dust which may have been scattered on the her- 
bage, and defiled its beauty. And all this does 
the teaching of God effect for the soul. " Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth," says the Saviour ; 
"thy word is truth." — (John xvii. 17.) And 
when Grod teaches a sinner " the way" to ever- 
lasting glory, through Christ and his all-sufficient 
atonement, then, and not till then, all the defile- 
ment contracted by contact with an ungodly 
world, and the working of a " deceitful and 
desperately wicked heart, "^-aZZ are washed in 
the blood of the Lamb, and the soul is refireshed, 
invigorated, and sanctified ; and the fruits of the 
Spirit begin to appear, where nothing could be 
seen but the works of the flesh. 

Such are its effects. The next thing to con- 
sider is, who are its objects. It is a curious fact, 
that a dark or green substance, if it be exposed 
to the night air, will be covered with Dew, 
whilst substances of a brighter colour will remain 
almost dry. The reason of this is, that dark 
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sabstances radiate heat better than light ones, 
and are therefore more liable to condense mois- 
ture. This -will be seen at once, by walking out 
on a summer morning, and finding the leaves of 
the trees and plants, and the grass which skirts 
the light-coloured pathway, plentifully bedewed, 
and the pathway itself dry. How clearly does 
the wisdom of God shine forth in the most 
minute operation of nature ! Those things which 
require a constant supply of moisture being 
chiefly of a green colour, aud therefore generally 
most abundantly benefitted by it. 

And are there no dark objects, in a spiritual 
sense, to be found here below ? The answer is 
obvious. Where are they not to be found? 
^^ What is man, that he should be clean ? and 
he which is bom of a woman, that he should be 
righteous?" — (Job xv. 14.) " We are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags." — (Isa. bdv. 6.) What then — does 
this spiritual darkness and destitution unfit man- 
kind for being the objects of GK)d's teaching? 
Far from it. Strange as it may sound, there is 
a kind of fitness for God's teaching in the darkest 
objects in the spiritual world, which is often 
sought for in vain in those objects which are ap- 
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parently nearer to the holiness msisted on in the 
Gospel. How often do we find God's message 
of mercy thankfully accepted by those who in 
om* estimation would be tnost unlikely to receive 
it, perhaps open violators of the law of God, — 
and passed by as unnecessary, or even derided by 
the outwardly correct, the self-satisfied, those 
who pride themselves on their good deeds, and 
thank Gt>d that they are not as other men are. 
This is exemplified in the words of Christ ta 
the chief priests and the elders of the people — 
^^ Verily I say unto you, that the publicans and 
the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
you. For John came unto you in the way of 
righteousness, and ye believed him not ; but the 
publicans and the harlots believed him : and ye, 
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, 
that ye might believe him." — (Matt. xxi. 3 1 , 32.) 
And again we find that whilst there ^^ drew near 
unto him all the publicans and sinners for to 
hear him, the Pharisees and the Scribes mur- 
miued, saying. This man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them" (Luke xv. 1, 2) : which Jesus 
so &r fi:om denying, confirmed by the three 
Parables which he introduced on the occasion. 
So fiu: then from am disqu^difying a person f 
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the reception of the salvation of Christ, the 
very contnuy is the fiwst; and, (to use the 
Savionr^s argument,) as soon might we say that 
sickness disqualifies a person for receiving the 
benefit of a Physician, and therefore Christ him^ 
self said, " I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinner 8 J to repentance." — '(Mark ii. 17.) 
And St. Paul, "Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.'' — (1 Tim. i. 15.) Sinners, 
then, particularly need God's teaching, for sin- 
ners it was intended, and " where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound." — (Kom. v. 20.) 
The dark substance is that which peculiarly 
requires the moisture of the Dew, as the dark 
soul is that which peculiarly needs the teaching 
of God ; and the soul which has been taught of 
Gt)d is that which sees itself peculiarly dark. 
" I am black," says the Shulamite ; and why ? 
"because the sun hath looked upon me." — 
(Cant. i. 5, 6.) One dart of the rays of the Sun 
of Righteousness into the heart, shows the depth 
of the blackness of the darkness which reigns 
within, even as the sun shining into a chamber 
discloses innumerable floating particles, which 
were before entirely unobserved. 
Before leaving this subject, I cannot help 
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BoUcing another application of Dew wiuch occurs 
in Scripture. It is connected with the Hope of 
the Churchy u e. the Beeurrection of the just, 
and is to be found in Isaiah xxri. 19 — ^^ Thy 
dead men shall live, together with my dead body 
shall they arise. Awake and sing^ ye that dwell 
in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs/* 
(or, as Bishop Lowth translates it, ** as the dew 
of the dawn,") ^' and the earth shall cast out the 
dead." The same use of it, andin thesame con- 
nexion, occurs in Fsahn ex. — This psalm is one 
descriptive of the triumphs of Christ, — of ^^ the 
day of his power," when his enemies shall be 
made his footstool ; — of ^^ the day of his wrath," 
when the Lord shall send the rod of his strength 
out of 2iion, and He shall rule in the very midst 
of his enemies, — ^when the Lord at his right 
hand shall strike through kings, judge among 
the heathen, £01 the places with dead bodies, 
and wound the heads over many countries. In 
that day, the day of his power, his people shall 
be willing in the beauties of holiness ; and then 
it is added, ^^more than the womb of the 
morning thou shalt have the dew of thy youth." 
(verse 3, margin.) This expression is much 
more clearly given by Queen Elizabeth's trans- 
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lators, who render it thus : — " The people shall 
come willingly at the time of assembling thine 
annie in holy beautie : the youth of thy womb 
shall be as the morning dew." — And also in 
Bishop Horsley's literal translation, which is,— 
*' The dew of thy progeny is more than of the 
womb of the morning." — Thus we have this 
passage, which is in our version obscure, made 
beautifully clear, like the emblem there used, and 
we see that the meaning is evidently this: — . 
More abundant than the Dew from the womb of 
the morning shall the Dew of thy progeny be in 
that day, when, after the groaning and travailing 
of the creation shall be over, the time of the 
manifestation of the sons of God shall have 
arrived, and they shall appear, a great multitude 
that no man can number, exceeding in brightness 
and beauty, as well as in multitude, the Dew 
which is seen to spangle the grass at the dawn 
of the morning. This is what the Apostle, — 
who, although he had the first-fruits of the Spirit^ 
was yet groaning within himself, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of his body, — 
this is what he calls *^ the glory which shall be 
revealed in us." — (Rom. viii. 18-23.) What a 
striking illustration I Christ, the first begotten 
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from the dead, like the Sun shining in the firma- 
ment ; and the children of the resurrection, in 
their glorified state, like innumerable Dew-drops 
covering the &ce of nature in their brightness 
and imsullied purity, each one refiecting the 
image of the sun, and sparkling with his 
light. 

This is the prospect to which the children of 
God should ever direct their attention — ^the day 
of the Lord, when the Sun of Righteousness 
shall shine forth in glory, with such brightness 
that ^^the moon shall be confounded and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of Hosts shall 
reign in Mount Zion and m Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously/' — (Isa. xxiv. 23.) 
Then shall there be ^* the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom,'' (Heb. xii. 23,) each 
reflecting his glorious image, each seeing him 
as he is, and therefore become like him, 
clothed with their glorified bodies, raised incor- 
ruptible to shine forth in the kingdom of their 
Father, with imdying lustre and unfading 
glory. 

When we rise in the morning, and see the 
dew-drops glistening in the sun, and reflecting 
his image, let our thoughtB soar onward to the 
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time when, awaking from the dust of the eai 
we shall be satisfied with his likeness. 

O gentle Dove, descend I 

Let thy sweet voice be heard. 
Within my heart's deep cavities 
Bestowing heavenly mysteries. 

Till, rising from their cell. 
All shall in one celestial halo blend. 

Bear on thy dewy wing 

The never-dying seed, 
Bich earnest of inheritance 
Mid joys defying utterance. 

Where God Incarnate sits. 
And his assembled saints their homage sing. 

Take of the Saviours love. 

To bind my wayward heart. 
And lead it in captivity 
To Him, whose lowly history 

Makes even Pride to blush 
With offer of a blood-bought crown above. 

And when the world, or sin, 

Would tempt me to forget ; 
Or weakness of the memory 
Would rob me by its treachery 

Of Jesu's precious words. 
Bring to remembrance all, my heart to win. 

Show me the things to come, 

As far as man should know, 
That, sav*d from chilling apathy, 
Or needless curiosity, 

I may in safety tread. 
And welcome back my Saviour, when He come I 
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VII. 

THE RAINBOW. 



'* I do wt nqr bow in th« dond, snd It ihall be for • token of » coTeaent 

between me and the earth." — Geit. iz. 13. 
** An ererlastlng covenant, ordered in all things, and euie i for thii ii all mj 

■alration, and all my deiire."— 3 Sam. zzili. 5. 



There is a miniature history often described 
to us in type, which we may pass heedlessly by 
if we will, but from which we may derive a 
deeply-instructive lesson, if we be only habitu- 
ated to behold God in his Works, and trace 
the analogy between Creation and Redemption. 

The sky is dear and bright; every thing 
looks cheerftd in the sunbeams ; the flowers 
unfold their beauties to the genial warmth, and 
all seems settled in tranquil repose. But now a 
cloud appears above the horizon, followed by 
another and another, imtil at last the sky is 
overcast, and at length the pattering of the 
rain-drops is heard fidling heavily on all around ; 
and we have a completely new scene presented 
to us, gloomy and dark, and to all appearance^ 
likely to be darker still. But yet another 
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change awaits us, and a new scene is presented. 
The dark doud seems as if touched by some 
celestial painter; and pale tints, of various 
tinge, seem gradually produced, till at length 
they seem to assume a definite form, and, like 
a gigantic arch of shining gems, the Rainbow 
stands fiilly developed, resting, as it were, on 
the earth, and towering to the very heavens. 
How little are the dark clouds now regarded 
in the contemplation of this magnificent object ; 
and if they are thought of, it should be only 
as tending to produce this glorious sight, and 
increasing its brightness proportionally with 
their own darkness. Who is there that has 
not witnessed such a scene? But how com- 
paratively few read there God's dealings with 
his children in that most comforting and won- 
derful character of a covenant God ! 

Father of mercy! it is difiGicult to say, 
whether is more wonderful thy love to sinners, 
or thy manner of displaying it. That Thou 
wouldest pity dying sinners, running headlong 
to destruction, is not wonderful; that Thou 
shouldest love them is strange, indeed ; but that 
thy love should be manifested in a way so 
calculated to win thdr affections, stooping to 
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their lowest infirmities, and condescending tp 
their very prejudices, is, indeed, a mystery of 
godliness perfectly imintelligible, which casts 
the sinner who apprehends it in utter self^base- 
ment at the foot of the cross, there to wonder 
at, and there to adore a Covenant God. 

We may just take a glance at the blessings 
of the covenant in two respects — 1, as regards 
this world, and 2, as regards ^Hhe world to 
come." I do not mean to enter here at all into 
the peculiarities of covenants made either with 
individuals or nations, but just to touch on 
"the new covenant,'' of which Jesus is the 
mediator, (Heb. xii. 24,) and which affects us 
all individually. 

I. Let us first examine the sign of the cove- 
nant, which is a type easily understood, and 
universally discernible. There are three things 
necessary for the production of a Bainbow — 
dark clouds, faUing rain, and sunshine; and 
these must be disposed in particular positions. 
When the rain falls from the dark clouds on 
one side of the horizon, and the rays of the 
sun firom the other side strike upon the drops 
as they fall, we see the rainbow depicted on 
the black doud before us. Each drop forms 
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a small transparent globule upon which the 
pencil of rays filling is twice refracted and 
once reflected, and hence proceed the different 
colours. These colours are more vivid the 
closer the drops of rain are, and the darker the 
clouds which are behind. Such is this beau- 
tiftdly-coloTU'ed image of the sun, which God 
chose as the sign of his covenant, when the 
avenging waters of the deluge had but just 
washed a polluted world. 

Now to apply this. Our course here below 
often commences in all the briUiancy of sun- 
shine. We look forward with Rowing antici- 
jiation. Every thing takes colour from our 
thoughts and feelings, and we begin to fancy 
that we are to enjoy sunshine for ever. But 
presently our sky is overcast. Clouds of sor- 
row, or of sin, or fearfril looking-for of judg- 
ment to come, or all these combined, gather 
above our head, and, with louring aspect, 
threaten to engulph us in ruin; and then we 
find that we need a shelter — then we look 
around us for a covert from the stormy wind 
and tempest; — ^but all is dark. We are then 
ready to sink in despair, when lo 1 on the very 
face of the darkest cloud before us, we see this 
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lovely image <^ the sun towards whom our bock 
had been turned, and hope once more revives 
our drooping souls. We no longer fear that 
the storm will end in our destruction, for we 
see a Covenant Grod engaging that we shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck us out of 
his hand. — (John x. 28, 29.) Jesus says, ^< It 
is I, be not afraid." << Sin shall not have 
dominion over you; for ye are not under the 
law, but under grace** (Bom. vi. 14) ; and <^ My 
grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness." — (2 Cor. xii. 9.) 
Yea, « though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.** — (Isa. i. 18.) 
^* For as I have sworn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth, so have I 
sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, 
nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall de* 
part, and the hills be removed, but my kindness 
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee." — (Isa. liv. 
9, 10.) 

When the soul is thtis introduced to God, 
and apprehends him in this gracious character. 
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what a new scene opens to view 1-God hindmg 
himself to bestow merdes on his fidthless, un- 
grateful children. It might have been enough 
for man to receive a promise from God, and 
it is far more than he could have expected ; 
but that <* the God of all grace," knowing that 
we are but dust, should humble himself even 
to our very infirmities, and condescend to offer 
his blessings in such a way as would leave 
the fulfilmeiit of his promises secure and un- 
questionable, even by the heart of man which 
is so prone to unbelief, is an exhibition of love 
surpassing our loftiest imaginiiigs, and abnost 
unintelligible to any who will reflect on it for 
a moment. This is the character under which 
the apostle repriesents God, when he would 
comfort their hearts, and encourage them to 
persevere in their Christian course. " God, 
willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs 
of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable 
things, in which it was impossible for God to 
lie, we might have a strong consolation, who 
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
set before us."— (Heb. vi. 17, 18.) Here, 
then, we see that the Bainbow points out to 
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US the rich provision which our God has spread 
before us as we pass through this wUdemess ; — 
reconciliation made for sin, oiu* peace sealed 
with the blood of Jesus, the earnest of the 
Spirit, and the promise, yea, the Covenant Pro^ 
mise of final triumph. 

II. But let us look for a moment beyond this 
present world, and we will see the emerald rays 
of the Bainbow shining with mild and refreshing 
hue, and adorning even the scenery of Heaven, 
showing us that it is not a mere transitory sym- 
bol, which is to pass away with the present 
transitory system, but that it has its antitype in 
the regions of glory, where corruption cannot 
enter. The principid mention of the Bainbow 
in Scripture seems to be in connexion with things 
not yet made manifest ; and when the Lord is 
beheld enthroned in glorified humanity, then are 
we sure to have the Rainbow brought forward. 
When the prophet Ezekiel saw in a vision,' by 
the river of Chebar, ^^ the likeness of a throne,'' 
^' and upon the likeness of the throne the like- 
ness ad the appearance of a man above upon it," 
which he says, w^s " the appearance of the like- 
ness of the glory of the Lord," he tells us that 
^^ it had brightness round about. As the appear- 

G 
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anoe of the bow that is in ihe cI(Ktdiatfae day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round 
about." — (Ezek. i. 26^-28.) Aad agaui^ when 
^' a door was opened in heaven^" and the disciple 
whom Jesus loyed, saw some of the ^ories within^ 
when he beheld in vision a throne set in heaven, 
and one sitting on the throne^ who to look upon 
was like a jasper and a sardine stone,, he adds, 
^^ there was a rambow roi^ about the thr(»i& in 
sight like unto an emerald.^' — (Bev. iv. 1-^3.) 
But it may be asked, what connexion is there 
between the Bainbow of Heaven and the Bain- 
bow of Earth ? — ^what connexion is therebetween 
the Bainbow seen in visions of glory by Ezekiel 
and St. John, and that mentioned in the histoiy^ 
of Noah ? — There is the same connexion as that 
which exists between heaven and earth.^^The 
God-man, IimnanueL Although it be a vision 
of heavenly ^ry, yet Earth is represented there : 
althoiighit is ^^ the appearapce of the likeness of 
the glory of the Lord,"-^yet is it " the l^eness^ 
as theappearaoce of a man." But if we examine 
(Carefully the third chapter of the SeoDnd;Bpisde^ 
of St. Peta:, it will throw much light on this 
connexion*, HJe there states an analogy between 
the destructioa by water in the days of Noah, 
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and the destnioticm by fire at the conm^ of the 
day of G:od (ver. 5^7) ; which analogy is fre- 
quently stated by tiia Sayionr himself. — (Matt.- 
xxLv. 37—39 ; Luke xvii. 26, 27, 30.) The 
Deluge was followed by a new world, the pos* 
session of and dominion over which was, by 
covenant, restored to Noah, and is typical of the 
destruction by fire, which will be followed by 
^^ new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness,'' (2 Pet. iii, 13,) the possession of 
and dominion over which is secured to the saints 
of the Most High by a covenant, ordered' in all 
things, and sure. Here, then, we have the 
inheritance, and the Covenant, of which that 
made with Noah, whose sign was die Bainbow, 
was but a type ; for that ultimately the Bainbow 
had respect to this, and was not intended merely 
for any transitory state of things, may be inferred 
from the &ct, that the Lord calls that of which 
it was a remembrancer, ^' liie everlasting Cove- 
nant." — (Gen. ir. 16.) 

I would only further remark, that although 
the Bainbow is a token of love, yet is it always 
preceded by judgment. Its first appointment 
was immediately preceded by the Deluge; — ^it 
still continues to be seen only when a dai^ cloud 
is over the earth ; — and, before <^ the restitution 
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of all things," — ^the literal meaning of which 
term is, according to Baphelius, ^* restoring to 
a state of tranquillity after wars and tumults," 
(see 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25) ; — ^before this period of 
such blessedness as has never been conceived by 
any child of man, ^Hhere shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation, even to that same time." — (Dan. xii. I #) 
" For, behold, the day cometh that shall bmn 
ds an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that 
do wickedly, shall be stubble : and the day that 
cometh shall bum them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch." — (Mai. iv. 1 .) *' Ye shall hear of wars, 
and rumours of wars ; see that ye be not 
troubled." — (Matt. xxiv. 6.) «' And there shall 
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men's 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth : for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken." — (Luke 
xxi. 25, 26.) But, amid all this darkness, the 
Bainbow appears to the children of God, — yea, 
the deeper the darkness, the more vivid are its 
bright and refreshing hues. The gloom may be 
s^atl^ring, and will be gathering on every side ; 
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but, what then ! — " when these things begin to 
oome to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, 
for your redemption draweth nigh." — (Luke xxi 
28.) How, then, can we look at a Bainbow with 
]2idifference ? As we ga2se on its beauty, as its 
colours grow more intense, our feelings should 
rise higher^ receiving it not only as a pledge 
of exemption from the waters of a flood, but as 
a pledge of all the now-hidden glory laid up for 
the people of God, and made theirs by a Cove- 
nantf ordered in all things, and sure 1 
How applicable the following lines : — 

" Beautiful bow I in mercy griyen, 
A token of love to earth from heaven ; 
When thou art beaming bright and fieiir, . 
May I ever behold the promise there. 

" Beautiful bow ! when the rain-drops fall> 
And the cloud is dark like a funeral pall, 
When the sun has hidden his shining ray, 
And the birds seek shelter beneath the spray : 

*< Beautiful bow \ X will look on high, 
For thou wilt appear to paint the sky. 
And bid earth's mourning children see 
The sign of a covenant God in thee. 

'< Beautiful bow 1 a brighter one 
Is shining round the eternal Hirone ; 
And when life's little storm is o'er, 
May I gaze on ihaX bow for evermore !'* 

€HABL0TTE ELIZA.BBTH. 
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VIII. 

MUIT-TBEES, 



'•'Hake the iree 0oo4, md hii tnit good."— KaTT..xU. 33. 
•* Ererj branch that beareth fruit, he pnrgeth it, that It may bring finih mdre 
frait.*'-^OHV| xr. 8. 



Although we before ekeiiohed the analogy 
between . natiiral aad sfuritual Eniit-4xees in 
some importaat particuIarB, yet is the subject 
v«, fc^J^M w7«»."^ . There U . 
depth of wisdom wrapped up withm all the 
Works of God, wfaioh the more we umravely 
the more proHfic we find ; and when we have 
arrived at the utmost limits of our &culties, 
even stiU are we but at the threshold* We 
before traced the slow but steady advance of 
Fruit-trees, from a bare trunk a»d branches, 
through the intermediate states of the same 
branches clothed in green leaves, and again, 
hung vfith bright blossoms, to the final state 
of the very same bnmches bending with the 
fruits of Autumn. We saw in all this a very 
plain and simple illustration of the patience 
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OF FAITH. We will now ccmsider a few points 
«f aiustertioa fomished by the nme subject, 
esdculated to bmg before us sosne useful lessons 
ooimected with the fruits of faith. 
The first I will mention is Pruninff, 
There are two kinds of branches differing 
T^ry widely, which equally stand in need of 
iiie pmning-knife. Firsts* — The deoaying and 
withered bKanches, whidi, so far irota. bearing 
firuit, are an encumbrance to the tree, must be 
lopped off. When relieyed from such branches, 
the tree shoots fiirth with more Tigour, and 
all the sap goes to Ae strengthening of the 
healthy brandies, and causes tham to bear more 
abundantly. 

Pause here, reader. Go no &rther till thou 
hast answered one question to thine own soul, 
viz. ^ Am I a fruitfid, or a froitleBs branch ?" 
The true Tine (Jdm xy.) has two kinds of 
bmnohes : some bear fruit, others do not* Hear 
what is to Jbe the fitte of the finiitless : ^* Every 
branch m me that beareth not firuit, he taketh 
away :" and again, '^ If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered ; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the 
fire, and they are burned." — (ver. 6.) Tremble 
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at this, ye professors of Christianity, for it is 
the word of Him that changeth not. The 
name of Christian, if it be only a name that 
thou art alive, will but mark you to be cut 
down: for he that comes looking for fruit, 
will naturally look for it on what is called a 
Fruit-tree ; and when the Great Husbandman 
comes seeking fruit, and finds none, his sentence 
will be, ** cut it down ; why cumbereth it the 
ground?" — (Luke xiii. T.) 

Second. — But there is yet another kind of 
branch which requires the pruning^knife. The 
over-luxuriant branches must be cut away, lest 
they should draw off all the sap from the tree 
to no purpose, and even make barren the 
branches that bear fruit. 

^^ The last shall be first, and the first last/' 
Many a one who, in man's estrmation, makes 
a great show now, shall be found ^^ in that day'* 
to have been nothing. Many a one who now 
appears to be making great advances, will then 
be proved by the all-seeing eye, to have 
been only advancing in the knowledge which 
**puffeth up," or in acquirements for the pur^ 
pose of display, or of gratifying the natural 
desires of the mind, without bringing forth 



FRUIT-TREES. 89 

fruit to Grod; while many a one shall slip 
unnoticed through the world, despised, perhaps, 
by the great ones of the earth, but predous 
in the sight of Him who looketh on the heart. 

This is true in the individual as well as in 
the church. There are often many things in 
him doubtless very showy, and apparently veiy 
desirable, which in the eye of God require 
to be lopped off, to enable the fruits of the 
spirit to be matured. Lofty imaginations, am- 
bition, high-mmdedness, pride, and many other 
things, require the painful operation of pruning, 
that the Christian may be a fruitful branch 
of the living Vine. This is the reason of tiiat 
which so often seems a paradox in the eyes 
of the world, and is scoffed at by the infidel. 
If these men, say they, be the chosen servants 
of the Most High God, why does he leave 
them so often a prey to affliction and sorrow ? 
The answer is simple. He is pruning them 
for transplanting to the paradise of God, where 
^' there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain ; for the former things are passed away." — 
(£ev. xxi. 4.) 

And here I may mention a simple littie 
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4Uieodote of tliat eminent servant of Grod, the 
Ber. Bicbard Cecil, which stcikiiigly illttstntes 
this subject. Many were the deep and se(»et 
ocmfiiots of rhis mind, especially while resi^^ 
at Oxfinrd. ^^ Under these impression^, he tras 
one day walking in the Physic Ghucdens, when 
he obserFcd a very fine pomegzanate tree, cut 
almost llffongh the «tem, near the £0Ot. Cht 
asking die gasdener the reason of this,' ■* Sh*,' 
said he, ^tlus tree used to shoot so strong, 
that it bore nothing but leaves* I was there- 
fore obliged to eiit it in this maimer ; and when 
it was almost out through, ih&i it began to 
bear plenty of fruit.' The gwdener^s expla- 
nation of this act conveyed a striking illus- 
tratibn ix) Mr. Cs mind^ and he went back 
to his rooms comforted and instructed by this 
image."— ^Jlfewwmv qfthe Rev. R. Cecil.) 

The next we oome to is Greeting. 

In this curious operation, we may remark 
liiat the stock and &e graft are different in 
nature ; that the stock is generally a tree which, 
&om its nature, would bear no fruit, and the 
gitcft, a scion of a fruit-tree. When the scion 
is properly fitted into the stock, the sap, which 
before was spent on the nourishment of branches 
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that coidd Bot px>di]oe finiit, has all its efficacy 
BOW employed in causiBg the bnuach of the 
Mnge tree, t. e. the froit-tree, to bring ferdi 
«ad bad, and caaaes llie before bairen tree 
to becoMe» as it were, a tree of a difei^ent 
natam, and instead of imodacing leaves only^ 
to duster with ripe frntt. 

'What a pictore of a Christian I Truly, 
tmly^ a wild, barren, fimitleflB stock by natore, 
havii^ all his energies directed to ihose things 
which profit not, or are aixsohttely hurtfiil; 
t. e. |xrodncing.BO firoit, or eril finit. Hie nay 
be eneigetic and active, tir he may be quiet and 
unobtrusiye; but still his energies are wasted 
on Tamty and sin. But, mark the dumge, 
when he leoeiyes with meekness ^ tlie engrafted 
woid, which is able to save his soul/' — (James 
L 21.) His energies are turned from earth 
to heaven; he seeks <^ihoee things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God-"— (Col. iii. 1.) The fruits of righteous- 
ness and true holiness begin to show themselves 
and adorn his cfaaraoter; old thii^ pass away, 
and all things become new (2 Cor. v. 17) ; 
and he now becoones cxae of the ^^ trees of 
righteousiiessj the pkmting of the Lord, that 
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he might be glorified."— (Jea^ lii. 3.) Mark 
this! As the gardener who pute in a graft 
ekilfiilly has all the credit fin- the change 
wFDUght in the tree, so most tbe Great 
Husbandman, who puts in the graft, who brings 
into the heart " the engrafted word," have a/2 
the glory of the work. 

But this ia not all. When the sdon has 
united, and ia beginning to shoot out, the n&- 
tural Btock will b^in to shoot out also, and 
these wild branches must be pruned off with 
attention and care, otherwise they would carry 
away the strength fix)m the fruitful branchea. 

And so it is in spiritual life, too. The old 
nature wiU be showing itself; — and oh! how 
often are its buds allowed to grow into shoots 
and branches, until it is sometimes difficult to 
discern whether die ftnitful sdon be there at 
all or not. But then comes the puoiid ope- 
ration of pruning itway tliose hmtfn l hnuichei-, 
and the stronger thoy are a 
more painful is the operatic^ 
of them. But God does n 
to tliemscWes. He 
Bufter tliem to remain io 
•way the hurtful biii«'^!i' 



I 



Mk 



kV 




fbhit-trees. 93 

somelimes to leave the stock almost 611111617 
bare. Let tis learn wiedom &om this. Let us 
-watch the buds of the carnal nature, and rub 
them oflF before they grow into branches. Were 
this more frequently the case, how much misery 
would God's children often be spared I For a 
striking instance of the operation of grafting, 
look to the Tfild stock, Saul of Tarsus, spending 
all hiB enei^es in trying to destroy the Church 
of God : and then, to see the same stock, after 
having received the heavenly graft, read the 
history of " Paul, an apOBtle of Jeeus Christ, 
by the inll of God," counting it his greatest 
delight and glory to spend and be spent in the 
cause of that Jesus whom he before persecuteil. 
I had intended bringing forward many other 
particulars, but I find that this paper has 
already nearly reached its linut. I had intended 
to bring before thee, reader, how the ftnit-tree 
requires to be digged about and dujiged ; I had 
Luteuded to show thee how the fruit-tree is 
footed iimrrjirmli/ hy ihali'iijh "v'/k/j, whichwonld 
I likely to shake it in the ground. I had 
1 to explain whut. cure is necessary 
I that thu friiils ilo net hang too 
-etherwiwe lii-j flavour would 
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suffer, and the fruit-tree suffer too; and also 
how oftea the fruit is destroyed by insects ; but 
I must content myself with allowing thee to 
tzace out these analogies for thyself, and con- 
clude with toudung on a single point. 

It is a fact not often considered, that trees 
do not feed on the soil itsel£ The soil 
receives and retains food for the support of the 
tree, but does not become, that &od itself. The 
i^es drop down &tness» and the earth receives 
it from above, and applies it to the tree, or it 
receives vegetable matter which may be mingled 
with it, but does not itself supply< nourishment 
to the tree. This has been ascertained by the 
experiment mentioned by the late Ambrose 
Serle, in his ** Christian Husbandry," — (Sum- 
mer, sect, vi.) He says that an orange-tree was 
planted in a box, in which the quantity of earth 
was both measured and weighed; and after 
having grown to a considerable size, the earth 
was agam measured and weighed, and found to 
be the same quantity and weight as at &st. 
The same truth may be seen in the &ct that 
soils are considered good or bad, as they are 
more or less i*etentive of the moisture and 
vegetable matter combined with them. 
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The keeon from this is obvious. The most 
ounaittental and richly-laden Fruit-tree in the 
garden of the Lord is not dependant on earth 
&r his suj^rt. All his dependance is on God; 
all his blesnngs come from above. As the 
Lord opened the windows of heaven, and rained 
down manna on the Israelites^ so does God 
now send us the ^^true bread from heaven," 
( Jm>« vi.) and unless we are supported by this, 
we must die eternally. Look to the trees in a 
parched and burning summer, whea tiiey are 
left dependant on the resources of earth, and 
see^ when th« moisture wludl came down from 
above is expended, how they droop their leaves 
and die, unless they receive a firesh supply. 
There is a picture of the soul which is dep^i- 
dant on earth for its support. It is gn^phi- 
cally described by the pen of inspiration, <' Ye 
shall be as an oak whose leaf &deth,. and as a 
garden that hath no water." — (Isa. i. 30.) 

This determines the Chrislaffici^s position. 
^' Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our fidth." — (Heb. xii. 2.) He will pour 
down the treasures of his grace on our weary 
souls. He win st^ngthen us with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man. He will supply all 
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our need, imtil ^^that day,'" when the Fruit- 
tree shall be taken for ever from the earth, and 
transplanted to that happy re^on, where it 
shall enjoy '* purer air, and softer skies, and a 
ne'er setting sun." And then bdbig planted on 
the bank of the river of water of life, there 
shall be no fear of its withering away because 
rt lacketh moisture. There shall be no blight, 
no destroying insects, no^need of the pruning- 
knife, for the Lord is their everlasting portion, 
and the days of their mourning will have ended. 
Let us, then, desire to bring forth fruit unto 
God now, and we will bring forth fruit with God 
hereafter. Or, as the Apostle says, ^' Ye have 
your fruit unto holineaa, and the end everlasting 
life." (Bom. vi. 22.) Who with such a con- 
summation in prospect, with such a prize in 
view, would shrink from the pruning-knife, 
although pain&l to the flesh, especially when 
he knows that it is in a &ther's hand, who deals 
out most economically the measure of affliction 
absolutely necessary for each of his children? 

The^r*^ step in the heavenly road is, to be 
in Christ, in union with him; then^ and not 
till then, can w*e possibly bring forth any of 

IHE FRUITS OF FAITH. 
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" I bless thee, Lord, because I obow 
Among thy trees, which in a &ow 
To thee both froit and order ow. 

'* What open force^ or hidden ohabm 
Can blast my fruit, or bring me harm. 
While the enclosure is thine abm ? 

" Inclose me still for fear I stabt. 
Be to me rather sharp and tart, 
Than let me want thy hand and abt. 

*' When thou dost greater judgments sfabe, 
And ¥rith thy knife but prune and pabb, 
£*en fruitfiil trees more fruitful abe. 

** Such sharpness shows the sweetest fbiend : 
Such cuttings rather heal than bend : 
And such beginnings touch their eitd.'* 

Geobge Hebbbbt. 
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IX. 

THE STARS. 



" He made the ttan alio.**— Obr. i. 16. 

" Ghriit Jems came into the world to Mvre ■iiuiera."— 1 Tix. i. 15. 



When we go out in the darkness of the night, 
and survey the wide expanse above our heads, 
sparkling with innumerable gems, which seem 
like myriads of bright eyes looking down on us 
from the realms of glory,—- when we gaze upon 
the dark-blue concave, aoid allow imagination 
to take the rein for a moment, how strangely 
does conjecture after conjecture rise before the 
mind, until, astonished and bewildered, we are 
lost in the mazes of &ncy, and overwhelmed 
by the immensity and magnificence of the scene 
we gaze on. We then look for a moment on 
our own dim world and its sleeping inhabitants ; 
and wonder, greater even than that which filled 
our mind as we gazed upon unnumbered worlds 
above, seizes our soul, as we feel the reality 
of our nothingness forced upon us, and at the 
same time remember that the Creator of all 
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this magnificence came to yisit us in our lost 
estate, that he might raise us from misery, and 
e^t us even to his own presence. There is 
in the Firmament so much of what is glorious 
and beautiful, that it has attracted the admi- 
ration of even those who were enemies, or 
strangers at least, to the Creator of all these 
glories, as has been so truly described by the 
sweet singer of the Temple : — 

** The fleet Astronomer can bore 
And thred the spheres with his quiok-piercing mind : 
He views their stations, walks from door to door^ 

Surreys, as if he had designed 
To make a purchase there : he sees their dances, 

And knoweth long before, 
Both their fuU-ey*d aspects, and secret glances. 

*' What hath not man sought out and found, 
But his dear God ? who yet his glorious law 
Embosoms in us, meUowing the ground 

With showers and frosts, with love and awe ; 
So that we need not say, where*s this command ? 

Poor man ! thou searchest round 
To find out death, but missest life at hand." 

If those who have not God in all their 
tfabughts, see so much to admire in the Stars, 
what should be the feeling of the Christian, 
who, with the word of inspiration in his hand, 
can read in these celestial characters not only 
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the wonders of Creation, but the far greater 
wonders of Redemption! Many a volume 
might be written on this subject without ex- 
hausting it ; therefore, the few lines now devoted 
to it can only treat of a few points, and that 
very slightly. 

Without doubt, the most wonderful object 
the eye can rest on in this world is a saved 
sinner. Let us, with God's blessing, trace a 
few features of resemblance between the Stars 
in the Firmament and saved sinners. 

I. One feature the Stars have in common 
with all that is magnificent in creation, which 
is — that their grandeur cannot be fully appre- 
ciated, unless by a mind somewhat instructed 
in their nature, and the laws under which they 
are governed. The eye of the most imlettered 
may discern a beauty and grandeur in their 
appearance, for, 

" Who ever gazed ai>on them shining^ 
Nor turned to Earth without repining ?" 

Feelings of adoration may be kindled in the 
most untutored bosom, — feelings of awe and 
reverence, or joy and dehght may be excited 
in the heart of the most ignorant inhabitant 
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of the earth: but how greatly is this height- 
ened and increased, as the knowledge of the 
subject increases I new beauties are continually 
developing themselves, new wonders start up 
before the mind at every successive step, and 
the entire scene is invested willi a different 
character, and wears an entirely new aspexst. 

Precisely similar is the case of saved sinners. 
Where the lustre of true Christianity shines 
forth, where the fruits of the Spirit — ** Love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance," (Ghl. v. 22, 23) — > 
show themselves in the life, they must attract 
the admiration of all who come within their 
influence. Even strangers to vital godliness 
must see something desirable in the course of 
a consistent Christian, and may at times feel 
a desire to be such themselves; but still it is 
like the vague glance at the Stars of one who 
merely admires the effect, without any know- 
ledge of the cause which produces it. The 
uniform experience of God's people is, "The 
world knoweth us not" (1 John iii# 1); the 
Lord himself supplying the reason, — "Because 
ye are not of the world." — (John xv. 19.) 

And so it must be. As well might wc 
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expect a knowledge of astronomy from the un-> 
civilized Indian, who has no conception of even 
what a Star is, as expect from a man of the 
world a real knowledge of the children of God ; 
for *' the natural man receiyeth not the things of 
the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto 
him : neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." — (1 Cor. ii. 14.) But 
observe the difference in the man who has some 
acquaintance with this heavenly science, who 
has been enlightened from the fountain of life, 
" Christ, the wisdom of God 1** — He sees in 
the beggar clothed in rags, if a child of God, 
a fellow-heir of immortality : he sees the image 
of God stamped upon him, although the gay 
and the great may cast on him only a look of 
disdain : he sees more real glory residing in 
that miserable form, than in all that the world 
calls noble and desirable. Besides, he values 
not this manifestation of Christian character 
merely for its own sake, but because he sees 
by faith the great producing cause, the object 
of all others on which his soul delights to 
dwell — a God of Love. 

B;eader, be not satisfied with a vague, inder 
finite admiration of Christian character, which 
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you may feel without possessing that character 
yourself; but seek to know experimentally the 
wonderful aild miraculous history of a child 
of God, and you have attained unto that, com- 
pared with which, the most profound know- 
ledge of the Stars is as nothing. 

II. The next feature I will mention is their 
multitude. When the Lord would teach Abra- 
ham that his seed would be innumerable, the 
way in which he informed him of it was by 
directing his attention to the firmament — 
" Look now toward heaven, and tell the Stars, 
if thou be able to number them. And he said 
imto him, So shall thy seed be." — (Gen. xv. 5.) 
And again, the word of the Lord to the pro- 
phet Jeremiah introduces a dedaration of the 
great incH^ease of the number of the seed of 
David, by, — "As the host of heaven cannot 
be numberfed." — ( Jer. xxxiii. 22.) Catalogues of 
the Stars have been made out, it is true ; but 
then they are catalogues only of some of those 
Stars within the range of human perception. 
The more powerful the telescope used, and 
consequently the greater number of Stars dis- 
covered, the more plainly is it made to appear, 
that every increase of information on this point 
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brings with it an increased certainty that th^ 
Stars are innumerable, save by their Maker. 

So also with saved sinners. — " After this I 
beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number^ of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and pahns in their hands; and 
cried with a loud voice, saying. Salvation to 
our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb." — (Rev. vii. 9, 10.) And 
yet men will make their catalogues. Elijah 
made a calculation in his day, and the con- 
clusion he came to was, that he was the only 
one of his nation who worshipped the true God, 
until he saw through a glass of God's provid- 
ing, seven thousand additional Stars. Nor is 
Elijah a solitary instance of one indulging in 
such speculations. Thus do we often look with 
the naked eye of our own judgment^ and it 
brings us comparatively little real information 
on the subject : we then take the glass with which 
God has furnished us, L e, his word, and thus 
enlarge our field of view, each additional in- 
crease of knowledge on the subject bringing 
with it increased conviction of how little we 
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really know on this point, which is cognizable 
only to a heart-searching God. This truth 
should not be lost on us. It should lead us 
not to spend our time calculating on the reality 
or insincerity of the profession of others, but 
trying the soundness of our own: and, as 
many who now seem first shall be last, it 
should lead us to the all-important examination, 
as to which of the two we ourselves shall 
belong when the Lord shall come, " who 
both will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts." — (1 Cor. iv. 5.) 

III. The next point for our consideration is 
the distance of the stars from the earth. It is 
immense ; in the most literal sense of the word, 
immense I The mind can form no idea of it. 
This is at once made evident to us by the feet, 
that Sinus, or the Dog-Star, which is supposed 
to be the nearest to us, is so distant, that an 
angle formed between it and the two extremities 
of the earth's orbit, is too small to be appre-» 
ciated, even by the nicest instruments I 

Who can apply this fact without being pros- 
trated in the deepest self-abasement? Have 
we not here set before us what ought to be the 
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Chrietiaii's position, what is the Christian's 
privilege I And, alas! how few occupy this 
position, how few realize this privilege ! Far, 
fer above earth and earthly things shotdd the 
Christian dwell, in heart, in affections, in 
thoughts, in hopes, in desires : — ^but when we 
come to compare what ought to be, with what 
is, how does it compel each one of us to smite 
upon our breast, saying, " God be merciful to 
me, a sinner I" The mystical union which sub- 
sists between Christ and his people, at once 
makes plain this, the Christian's position. <^As 
he is," says St. John, speaking of Jesus, " so 
are we in this world." — (1 John, iv. 17.) And 
in what position is he? Kisen I and his Church 
risen with him 1 " Ye are risen with him^" 
says the Apostle, " through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from 
the dead."— (Col. ii. 12.) And, "If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." 
— (Col. iii. 1-3.) But how is it, that, with 
the profession of all this, with the opportimities 
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for spiritual instruction so happily afforded to 
us, there is so comparativdy little of this ele- 
vation of heart, ' so comparatively little distance 
from the earth realized by even saved sinners ? 
The reason of it is plainly, "the deceitfuhiess 
of sin," with which the believer has a continual 
warfare as long as he is weighed down by a 
body of sin and death. And is the Christian 
to be content to remain in such a state ? No. 
This points out the root of his disease to be 
sin, and his most earnest desire should be to 
have a blow struck at the root : and the Lord 
has promised him this also — " Sin shall not 
have dominion over you : for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace." — (Rom. vi. 14.) If 
we wish to occupy our proper position as Chris- 
tians, and that which alone will confer real 
happiness on us in this world, if we wish to be 
raised above the world, its allurements, its 
anxieties, and its snares, let us look steadily to 
Jesus, and the more constantly we occupy this 
position, the more will we feel our hold of earth 
relax, we will gradually rise above it, and draw 
nearer and nearer unto Him, until " that day," 
when the interval now between us shall have 
been passed over, when we shall see face to 
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&ce, and be for ever with him, (1 Thess. iv. 
I?,) and like him, in his kingdom of glory. 
(1 John, iii, 2.) 

IV. Although we have seen it to be true 
that man cannot number the stars, yet is it 
equally true that the Lord not only nuinbers 
them, but, as the prophet Isaiah says, ^^ He 
calleth them all by names" (Isa. xl. •26) ; and 
again, David says, " He telleth the number of 
the stars ; he calleth them all by their names." 
— (Ps. cxlvii. 4.) When we try to think of 
the number of the Stars, not those merely 
which we see, but those which we know to be 
in existence, we can form no clear conception 
of a number so immense ; much less could we 
think of individualizing them, and considering 
each as distinct from the rest. But this is what 
God does by the greatness of his power. He 
not only takes in the whole universe at a 
glance, but at the same time distinguishes the 
most minute particle in what has been so ex- 
pressively termed star-dust* 

This is a subject affording no small conso- 
lation to the Christian, Often he has no other 
staff to lean on; no sensible comforts refresh 
his soul ; no token for good can he find within; 
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• 

no warmth does he feel in God's service ; no 
gratitude for the loving-kindness of the Lord — 
overwhelmed with the sense of his sin and 
misery^ he is at his wits' end, when, lo I faith 
comes to his aid, and he remembers that it is 
written, " He knoweth the way that I take : 
when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold." — (Job, xxiii. 10,) What an endearing 
character is that in which the Good Shepherd 
presents himself I ^* I am the good shepherd, 
and know my sheep, and am known of mine.*' 
— (John, X, 14.) The well-known voice is 
never too far off to warn in the hour of danger; 
the mutual recognition between Jesus and his 
people is the source of much consolation and 
spiritual enjoyment, which none but those who 
are known of Jesus, and know him, can under- 
stand. And even when faith does not put forth 
the flower of joy, still the disciple of Christ 
can grasp, albeit with a trembling hand, the 
blessed truth, that his Master is not ignorant of 
his trials, his dangers, his perplexities, or dis- 
tresses; he is borne up under trials by the 
sweet assurance, " I know my sheep." — They 
may have, perhaps, to tarry the Lord's leisure ; 
but sooner or later, if they wait on the Lord 
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necessity is there in the counsel of God that 
such should exist. **It must needs be that 
offences come ; but woe to that man by whom 
the offence* cometh." — (Matt, xviii. 7.) What 
an increasing necessity is there for the people of 
God to be watchful, and in continual prayer to 
him with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning, (James, i. 17,) to keep them steady, 
to keep their feet from stumbling upon the dark 
mountains, to keep them from being led away 
with the error of the wicked, to keep them 
from fallmg from then- own stedfastness, and 
enable them io "grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ."— (2 Pet.iii. 17, 18.) 

There are many other points connected with 
the Stars which might be enlarged on. We 
might derive instruction and encouragement 
from considering their Brilliancy; we might 
derive much instruction, not unmixed with 
rebuke, from considering the Harmony with 
which they move; — ^from considering the Con^ 
nexion and Relations which subsist between 
different portions of this great family. But 
enough has been done for the present, in 
directing the minds of those who may be 
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anxious to trace out God in his Works, and to 
such, many an additional lesson will present 
itself, as the contemplation of the glorious 
subject draws the mind &r, &r above \he earth, 
and all its ceaseless round of vanities. Then, 
when the Night spreads forth her dusky wings, 
and the silent Stars light up their twinkling 
orbs to shed their softened light o'er this dim 
sphere, whilst a rush of glowing thought fills the 
mind, sometimes almost to overflowing, — oh, let 
not the God who made these glorious worlds, 
be passed unheeded by ; but look on the bright 
firmament not only as the magnificent work of 
a glorious Creator, but as a sparkling picture 
of the inconceivable love of God in introducing 
into his creation such objects as saved sinners, 
and a bright representation of that glorious 
period, when " they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever," — (Dan. xii. 3.) 



Angel harps rang deep and lond, 
Heay*n re-echos to the sound : 

Angel voices from the crowd 
Four the choral flood around. 



4 
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Wonder — ^wonder seems the thesae^ 
£t^ glance is raised on high ; 

Glad amasementy like a beam 
Of glory shoots along the sky ! 

Wlky do angel roices sing ? 

Wliy do heay'n's glad echoes ring ? 

Pnblish wide the joyM story, 

Man IS to be brooght to glory ! 

HearVs high arch, with sable hung, 

Shronds the blazing orb of day ; 
Angel haips are all nnstmngy 

Ey'ry sonnd hath died away. 
Hark I a cry of deep despair. 

Wrong from more than mortal woe, 
Thrills along the gloomy air 

From the distant world below ! 
" It is finished V- — sinner, see 
Jesns' dying love for thee. 
From the price he paid to save yon. 
Learn the debt that He forgaye you. 

Lift your heads, eternal grates I 

See^ yonr glorioos SLing ascends ; 
What a bnrst of praise awaits, 

Ey'ry knee befbre him bends I 
Thousand thousands throng around. 

Wonder fixing eyery eye. 
As they see each deadly wound. 

That the Prince of Life couid die ! I 
Shout for joy, ye mourning saints, 
Jesus answers all complaints ; 
With loud songs of triumph greet him, 
Lo, He's coming ! — go to meet him ! 
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X. 

THE VINE, 



** Look down ftrom hMKven, and behold, and Tisit this Tine.**— Pa. bczz. 1 4. 
** Israel ahall bloMom and bod, and fill fbe face of the world with ihiit" 
ISA. zztU. 6. 



Let us walk into the garden of the Lord. 
Many a stately tree spreads wide its branches 
there — ^many a goodly shrub displays its fair 
proportions — ^many a beautifid flower unfolds 
its rich colours. There streams of living waters 
glide — ^there may be seen " fowl of every wing f 
willows spring up by the water-courses; <^the 
fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box together," 
combine to ornament this Paradise, and he who 
gazes cannot choose but gaze upon the lovely 
scene still longer. But, does the eye deceive 
itself? or is it a reality that meets the view ? 
Can aught which brings destruction find an 
entrance into a place so fidr? Whence this 
mysterious sight? A once stately plant lies 
prostrate on the earth, and trails its branches 
in. the dust. The firuit is plucked off, the 
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boughs are cut away, the marks of fire are 
there, and strange indeed is the appearance it 
presents. Yet it had been planted ^^a noble 
vine, wholly a right seed.^ It bears all the 
traces of former luxuriance — all the traces of 
former cultivation and care, although now in 
a condition so apparently miserable. What 
then is to be done with it ? Is it to be com- 
pletely cut down and cast into the fire ? or is 
it to be completely rooted up and cast out of 
the garden, as an unsightly obrject? Doubtless, 
many a one would do so, but they cannot, 
for it is protected by the Lord himself; many 
a one wdidd imagine that its .absence would 
be a great improvement to the garden ; but the 
Lord hath purpoded, and who then can oppose ? 
the Lord will work, and who shall let it? 
This Vine will yet astonish all such reasoners ; 
it will yet again be the chief ornament of the 
garden; it will yet stand erect an^ongst the 
trees, send forth branches, and be hung with 
rich clusters; it wiU yet once more take deep 
root and fill the land. 

Need I say that this Vine is the House of 
Isradl, and the men of Judah his pleasant 
plant? — (Isa. v. 7.) One. of the most mys- 
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terious objects in God's creation, and one of 
most anxious interest to the diild of God, is 
here presented to our view. It is the Jewish 
nation; — ^^ a people scattered and peeled; a 
people wonderful from their beginning hitherto ; 
a people expecting, expecting, and trodden 
under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled." 
— (Bishop Horsley's translation of Isa. xviii. 2.) 
And, whether we look to the past, present, 
or future, ail that meets us is *^ wonderful from 
their beginning hitherto," and not to be received 
save by those who have learned to reedve the 
testimony of Scripture, simply because God 
has said it. 

Let us draw near, and consider this Vine 
more narrowly ; let us examine its present state, 

its future history; and above all, let us lift 
up our hearts in prayer to God, that he would 
make us on this subject like-minded with 
himself; 'that he would stir up our hearts to 
take a lively interest in that which occupies 
so prominent a part in his revelation, and so 
wonderful a part in his providential dealings; 
And may faith be given to every one of us, to 
receive in simplicity and godly sincerity, what- 
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soever information the Lord of the Vineyard 
may give us conceming this wonderfiil plant. 

We will consider the present condition of this 
Vine, and how it happens that it now oocnpies 
so degraded a position. Its history is given 
in Psahn Ixzx. 8-16. When a seedling, it was 
nursed in Egypt, and from thence transplanted 
to Canaan, where a place was prepared for it, 
by rooting up plants which had not been planted 
by the Great Husbandman. It there took deep 
root, and filled the land, "The hills were 
covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs 
thereof were like the goodly cedars." But, 
after a time the Husbandman " looked that it 
should bring forth grapes f and lo I « it brought 
forth wild grapes," or as Bishop Lowth trans- 
lates it, *^ poisonous berries." — (Isa. v. 2.) The 
consequence [was, that sentence was passed on 
it, and its present state is the execution of this 
sentence. " I will take away the hedge thereof, 
and it shall be eaten up ; and break down the 
wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down. 
And I will lay it waste : it shall not be pruned 
nor digged; but there shall come up briers 
and thorns: I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it." — (Isa. v- 6, 6.) 
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Such is the present condition of the Jewish 
people, and such is its cause. Truly, *^ a peo- 
ple wonderftd from their beginning hitherto." 
" For where is the other country in the world, 
and in what quarter of it, which lies so vacant, 
so thinly occupied, whilst its proper race are 
to be seen every where else : they and it di- 
vided ; a solitary soil, and a displaced, distracted 
population, abounding any where rather than 
in their own land ? In that divided state they 
remain; present in all countries, and with a 
home in none ; intermixed, and yet separated ; 
and neither amalgamated nor lost; but like 
those mountain streams which are said to pass 
through lakes of another kind of water, and 
keep a native quality to repel commixture, they 
hold communication without union, and may^ 
be traced, as rivers without banks, in the midst 
of the alien element which surrounds them." — 
(Davison on Prophecy, p. 422.) Where can 
we turn to such a people ? Wonderful in their 
earliest origin — ^wonderful in their sojourn in 
Egypt — wonderful in their exodus from thence 
— ^wonderftd in their march through the wilder- 
ness — wonderfrd in their entrance into Canaan 
—wonderful in theur privfleges— wonderful in 
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their rebellioiis, idolatry, and blindness : and no 
less wcmdarfiil in their fearful jadgments, their 
slaa^ters, their dispernon, and thdr continued 
preservation, notwithstanding all th^ calamities. 
Does the present prostrate position of the Vine 
need proof? Is it not even in the eyes of the 
world literally according to the declarations of 
God's word? <^And the Lord shall scatter 
thee among all people, fix>m the one end of 
the earth even unto the other ; and there thou 
Shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor 
thy fathers have known, even wood and stone. 
And among these nations shalt thou find no 
ease, neither shall the sole of thy fix>t have 
rest : but the Lord shall give thee there a 
trembling heart, and fiuling of eyes, and sorrow 
^of mind. And thy life shall hang in doubt 
before thee ; and thou shalt fear day and night, 
and shalt have none assurance of thy life. Li 
the mormng thou shalt say, Would God it 
were even I and at even thou shalt say, Woidd 
God it were morning! for the fear of thine 
heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see." 
^^And thou shalt become an astonishment, a 
proverb, and a by-word, among all nations 
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whither the Loid shall lead thee/* — (Deut. 
^ucviii. 64^7, 37.) Deeply have they drunk 
oPthe cup of trembling at the hand of the 
Lord. Their country is left unto them desolate. 
Jerusalem is trodden down. ^^ And the daugh« 
ter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, 
as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a 
besieged city." — (Isa. i. 8.) 

One thing cannot fail to strike us in ex- 
amining the present state of this Vine ; — 
although prostrate and desolate, without firuit 
and burned with fire, yet if is not dead. There 
are indications of life, .although ^^ the boar out 
of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast 
of the field doth devour it** (Psalm Ixxx. 13) ; 
and there seems every probability that were it 
to be once more set up in its own place and 
cultivated, it would yield abundance of fruit- 
Now this, which seems a probability in the 
case of the Vine, even according to the regular 
operations of nature, \& an absolute certainty 
when we come to God's revealed purpose towards 
the Jewish people. Notwithstanding their 
deplorable condition there is still life there. 
They are blinded, but still their's is ^< blindness 
in part." (Bom. xi. 25.) And even when they had 
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filled up the iniquity of their fathers by casting 
out the Heir, by crucifying the Lord of Glory, 
even at that time there was ^<a remnant according 
tothedectionofgrace." — (Bom.xi.5.) This ex- 
istence of life, notwithstanding their repeated 
calamities and judgments, is mentioned in Isa. 
vi. 11-13. 

''And I said : How long, O Jehovah ? And he said : — 
Until cities he laid waste, so that there he no inhabitant ; 
And houses, so that there be no man : 
And the land be left ntterly desolate. 
Until Jehovah remove man far away; 
Abd there be many a deserted woman in the midst of the 

land. 
And though there be a tenth part remaining in it. 
Even this shall tmdergo repeated destruction ; 
Yet^ as the ilex, and the oak, though cut down, hath its 

stock remaining, 
A holy seed shall be the stock of the nation.** 

Bishop Lowth's Tbakslation. 

But this is not all. Not only are signs of 
Ufe to be discerned, but the time is coming in 
which that life will be seen in full operation. 
Not only is Israel's desolation j^ar^zaZ, but it is also 
temporary. Let us turn to what part we will of 
God's word, we find that with the most fearful 
denunciations of vengeance, are always conveyed 
intimations of the temporary nature of the 
judgment about to be inflicted* Nay more, not 



THE VINE, 123 

only is the present desolation of Israel declared 
to be temporary, but the very period of its 
cessation is expressly declared. I will bring 
forward a few passages which will set this in a 
dear point of view. There is one small word, 
which we will see, from its connexion with this 
point, to be of very great importance. St. Paul 
says thus : <^ I would not, brethren, that ye should 
be ignorant of this mystery, (lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits,) that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentil€,s be come inr — (Rom. xi. 25.) Again, 
we read in the book of Daniel, — *'he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for 
the overspreading of abominations he shall make 
it desolate, even until the consummation^ and 
that determined shall be poured upon the deso- 
late." — (Dan. ix. 27.) Again, in Ezekiel we 
read, — ** I will overturn, overturn, overturn it : 
and it shall be no more, until he come whose 
right it is ; and I will give it him."— (Ezek. xxi. 
27.) The Saviour himself declares the very 
gEune truth : — " They shall fall by the edge of 
the sword, and shall be led away captive into 
all nations : and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
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Gentiles be fulfiaedr—{Ijuke xxi. 24.) And, 
once more, in his alBPecting lamentation for 
the beloved city over which he wept^ when he 
called to mind what awaited it : — <^ O Jems^exn^ 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy childi^i 
together, even as a h^i gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate. For I say 
unto you. Ye shall not see me henceforth, riht, 
ye shall say^ Blessed is he that cameth in the 
name of the Lord.'* — (Matt, xxiii. 37-^9.) 

We cannot prevent the question from occur- 
ring to our mind — ^What is the design of tiie 
Husbandman, not only in allowing this Vine to 
fall, but in allowing it to remain so long in this 
fidlen state, and yet not allowing those who 
would, to root it up ^itixely ? Were no direct 
answer given to this question, it would be suffi- 
cient for us to be told that such was his will, nor 
should we look for more. But since his desigti 
has been partly un&lded to us, it beiDomes us to 
receive thankfully all the inibrmation afforded us. 
The Vine is laid prostrate, and left' so, not only 
to mark strongly the mind of the Husbandman 
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with respect to fruitlessness, but that by this 
means his care may be extended to the other 
plants in the garden. 

ThiQ design of God in Israel's desolation is 
rdterated by the Apostle, and is declared to be 
not only the firuit of iJieir sin, but the means of 
opening wide the Aoox a£mensy to the Gentiles. 
He says, that ^^ through their fall salvation is 
came unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 
jealousy." — He calls "the fall of them (the 
Jews) the riches of the world." — He designates 
'H)ie casting away of them (the Jews) the 
reconciling of the world." — (Bom. xi. 11, 12, 15.) 
And he thus enforces the important caution, 
"Be not high-minded, but fear;" — "Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God : on 
them which fell, severity; but toward thee, 
goodness if thou continue in his goodness ; other- 
wise thou also shalt be cut off." — (Bom. xi. 22.) 

Thus far the account of the Vine, wonderfiil 
though it be, is a record of history; the remainder 
of its event&l, and still more wonderful course, 
is a matter of faith. Thus &ir the truth of the 
record has been visibly proved by the event; 
from this point forward the only proof we have 
of the truth of the narrative is, that the Lord 
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has said it. Thus far it is a dismal and a gloomy 
picture ; but let us now fer a moment look for* 
ward, and we will see the bright side of the 
brightest picture ever displayed on Earth. We 
have seen the Vine, prostrate, yet alive ; we 
have seen the reason of its fall; we have seen the 
design of the Husbandman in allowing it ; — ^let 
us now look forward. 

What a change I — The Vine once more stands 
erect in beauty and luxuriance, imparting a 
grace to the whole garden. It has not only 
been raised up, but pruned. It blossoms, it 
buds, it hangs with rich clusters, it casts wide 
its branches, and none can enter the garden 
now, without being at once attracted by it, and 
having his attention for a while monopolized 
by it. 

And thus saith; the word of the Lord con- 
cerning the Jewish people ; — " He shall cause 
them that come of Jacob to take root : Israel 
shall blossom and bud, and fill the fiice of the 
world with fruit." — (Isa. xxvii. 6.) But in 
such a condition is the Vine, from- the mangled 
state of its branches, and the defilement con- 
tracted by its faQ, that it must be pruned, and 
well pruned, before it can shoot forth in beauty, 
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and occupy that position in the garden for 
which it is destined. Israel has deep Traters 
to go through, deeper than any she has been 
yet brought into; butit is that she may emerge 
from thence in transcendant brightness. lean 
but touch on this subject, the last and great 
tabulation of the Jews ; and will just quote 
a passage or two in proof. '^ And it shall come 
to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two 
parts therein shall be cut off and die ; but the 
third shall be left therein. And I will bring 
the third part through the fire, and will refine 
them as silver is refined, and will try them as 
gold is tried : they shall call on my name, and 
I will hear them r I will say, It is my people : 
and they shall say, The Lord is my Gml/' — 
(Zech. xiii. 8, 9.) The greatness of the tri- 
bulalion is declared in the book of Daniel : — 
^^ There shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to 
that same time: and at that time thy people 
shall be ddivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book." — (Dan. xii. 1.) The 
same is declared by the Lord himself: — ^' then 
shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
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nor ever shall be." — (Matt. zxiv. 21.) What 
is emphatically called the great tribulation is 
thus concisely summed up by the Bev. Edward 
Bidkersteth: — ^* It has its first crisis in the first 
siege of Jerusalem ; its modifie(| form in their 
present dispersion and treading down; and its 
last crisis and fidness at their commenced rer 
storation in the last si^e of Jerusalem by the 
Gentiles under antichrist. Zech. xiii. xiv." — 
(Restoration of the Jews, p. 151.) 

<^ Israel shall blossom and bud." — Let us 
turn our eyes for a moment to the fulfilment 
of this promise. And here a flood of light 
bursts upon the view, enough to dazzle any 
but the eagle eye of fidth. A tide of glory 
roUs in on us, which baffles description, and 
seems even heightened by the gloom which 
preceded it. We know not where to be^ 
when we turn to this great subject. ^^ Comfort 
ye, comfort ye my people, saath your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry 
unto her, that her war&re is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned: fi)r she hath 
received of the Lord's hand double for all her 
sins." — (Isa. xl. 1, 2.) In whatever direction 
we turn, the eye is dazzled with the riches of 
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glory yet ia store for Israel. And why is this? 
Bead Zechariah xiy«, and there you will 
find that the restoration of the Jews is con- 
nected with a subject, which casts a flood of 
brightness over every object which is viewed 
in its light, viz. — the coming of the Son of 
Man in power and great glory. So great will it 
be that ^^ the moon shall be confounded, and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall 
reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously." — (Isa. xxiv. 23.) 
'Tis true that all nations will be gathered 
against Jerusalem to battle ; — but what then ? 
— " Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight 
against those nations, as when he fought in the 
day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east; and the mount of 
Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward 
the east and toward the west, and there shall 
be a very great valley ; and half of the mountain 
shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toivard the south. And ye shall flee to the 
valley of the mountains ; for the valley of the 
mountains shall reach imto Azal : yea, ye shall 
flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake 
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in the days of Itzziah king of Judah ; tiini the 
LoKD Mt^ Q<M> SHALL COMB, ond all tlie saints 
witik thee/'-^<< And th^ Lord shall be king 
over aU the earth: in that day «hall there be 
one Lord, and his name one. All the land 
shall be turned as a plain, from Geba to Rim*^ 
mon, south of Jerusalem : and it shall be lifted 
up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's 
gate unto the place of the first gate, tmto the 
comer gate, and from the tower of Hananeel 
unto the king's wine^presses. And men shall 
dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter 
destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely in- 
habited."— ^(Zech. xiv. 3-5, 9-11.) Li Isacsdi 
liv. Ix. and Ixvi. we have an elevating descrip-. 
tion of the future glory of Jerusalem. But to 
quote adequately on this subject would occupy 
a volume. 

We have yet another step in this history. 
The Vine is not only to stand up once more, 
and display buds and blossoms, but to duster 
with ripe fhiit ; so as not only to be an oma* 
ment, but an advantage to all around. Israd 
is not only to "blossom and bud,** but to "^fl 
the face of the world with fruit.** How can 
any Gentile contemplate this prospect of 
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blessedness 'to the Jew with any feeling of 
envy or jealousy, if he will but look to the 
result of it all! How can he regard the glory 
of Ood's people Israel with any feeling but 
gratitude and joy, if he will but consider, 
that the consequence of Israel's restoration will 
be such a tide of happiness to the rest of the 
world that ^^ the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea," — (Hab. ii. 14.) So 
says St. Paul. ^^ K the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the deadf* 
So says Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem : — ^< And it shall come 
to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills ; and all nations shall flow unto 
it : and many people shaU go and say. Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of "Jacob; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths : for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jem- 
salem."^ — (Isa. ii. 2, 3.) And again he says. 
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^^ Bejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad witfa£ 
her, all ye that love her : rejoice for joy with, 
her, all ye that mourn for her." "For thus 
saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to 
her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles 
like a flowing stream." — (Isa. Ixvi. 10, 12.) 
Thus says the Lord by Jeremiah : — " And it 
shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and 
increased in the land, in those days, saith the 
Lord, they shall say no more, The ark of 
the covenant of the Lord ; neither shall it 
come to mind, neither shall they remember it, 
neither shall they visit it, neither shall that be 
done any more. At that time they shall call 
Jerusalem the throne of the Lord ; and all the 
nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name 
of the Lord, to Jerusalem ; neither shall they 
walk any more after the imagination of their 
evil heart." — (Jer. iii. 16, 17.) Why, then, 
are the future prospects of the Jews ever con- 
sidered as a subject unconnected with the bless- 
ing of the Gentiles, whereas the word of God 
represents to us the elevation of the Jew as the 
means to be used for the universal diffusion 
of true religion over the world? "Rejoice, 
ye Gentiles, with his people," is the word of 
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the Lord. — (Rom. xv. 10.) " Rejoice, ye Gen- 
tiles, with his people," should be the response 
of every Christian's heart. Thus saith the 
Lord : — " I will be as the dew unto Israel : he 
shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots 
as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and 
his beauty shall be as the olive-tree, and his 
smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under his 
shadow shall return; they shall revive as the 
com, and grow as the Vine : the scent thereof 
shall be as the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim 
shall say. What have I to do any more with 
idols ? I have heard him, and observed him : 
I am like a green fir-tree : from me is thy finit 
found.'* — (Hos. xiv. 5-8.) And what then? 
" Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people." 

And now, reader, you may have often looked 
at a Vine, and admired it, without learning 
any definite lesson from it. Oh, be not satis- 
fied with a mere general admiration, when you 
see what a special lesson is taught by its history 
for a single season. You look at the Vine in 
Winter, and you feel no apprehension that it 
will exhibit that desolate appearance at the ap- 
proach of Spring. Why, then, reason other- 
wise with respect to the Vine of the Lor*'' 
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planting ? — You may have seen the buds appear- 
ing on the Vine at the approadi of Spring. 
Even now does Israel appear to bud. Blossoms 
follow after, and then comes that which painters 
so much admire, the Vine with its ridi leaves 
and clustering fruits. In this every-day history 
read the history of God's people Israel, and be 
not satisfied without feeling a deep interest in 
that which has occupied so prominent a position 
in the mind and word of your God. Even 
Israel herself may now say, ^^ The Lord hath 
focBskesi me, and my Lord hath forgotten me ;" 
and many a Gentile will join in the cry. But 
what saith the Lord ? — ^^ Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should not have com* 
passion on the son of her womb ? yea, they may 
forget, yet will I nat forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my hands ; 
(^* on the palms of my hands have I delineated 
thee." — Lowth.) thy walls are continually before 
me." — (Isa. xlix. 14-16.) Your blessedness is 
interwoven with the glory of Israel, for " when 
the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in 
his glory." — (Ps. cii. 16.) Your duty is plain, 
^^ pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall 
prosper, that love thee." — (Ps. cxxii. 6.) You 
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have your Master's example, as well as his pre- 
cept, for this. Listen to the Mediator himself: 
** For Zion's sake wiU I not hold my peace, and 
for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, imtil the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and 
the salvation thereof as a lamp that bumeth." 
Ajad then how can you hesitate to obey his com- 
mand ? — ^ ^ Ye that are the Lord's remembrancers, 
keep not silence ; and give him no rest, till he 
establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth."-^(Isa. bdi. 1, 6, 7.) Bear it, then, in 
remembrance, and never look at a Vine, with- 
out lifting up your heart to God for the Jewish 

NATION* 

"Poor nation, whose sweet sap and Juice 
Oinr oyons have purloin'd, ai^d left yon dry : 
Whose streams we got by the Apostle's sluice^ 
And use in baptism, while ye pine and die : 
Who by not keeping once, became a debtor ; 

And now by keeping lose the letter : 

" Oh that my prayers 1 mine, alas ! 
Ok that some angel might a trumpet sound : 
At which the Church falling upon her £Eiee 
Should cry so loud, until the trump were d^own'dl, 
And by that cry, of her dear Lord obtain. 

That your sweet sap might oome again P' 

GbOBQ£ fiE|i;B]SBT. 
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XI. 

SLEEP. 



** Let HI not deePf m do othen." — 1 Thbss. t. 6. 

** I ihaU be MtUfled, when I awake, with thy likeneM.**— Fbauc xyU. 15. 



What a wonderful phenomenon is Sleep I — 
It steals on imperceptibly, and gradually extends 
its dominion until the fiiculties are laid prostrate 
beneath its sway. Its reign is universal. The 
strongest as well as the weakest must bend be- 
fore its power, and yield themselves captives to 
its all-subduing influence. It bears a close re- 
semblance to Death, of which it should always 
remind us : but how seldom is this the case ! 
men resign themselves to sleep, without know- 
ing but that their eyes will open in Eternity ; 
and yet, so frequently is this admonition brought 
before us, that it is unheeded. The very re- 
petition of such lessons renders the impression 
produced gradually weaker, unless its power 
over our mind be sustained by God himself; and 
continual watchfulness and prayer are necessary, 
that tl^ose every-day lessons may produce every- 
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day effects, and may not, as is too often the 
case, carry on a hardening process in our hearts, 
until at length we become insensible to their 
power, and become, as far as they are concerned, 
even as those asleep. 

The view of this extensive subject taken 
here will necessarily be very partial ; or rather, 
we will seize on a few of the principal points, 
and consider them more particularly. The two 
principal appUcations of Sleep which we find in 
Scripture, are applications to subjects very closely 
united, viz. — sin and death. Let us draw near 
to the consideration of this subject, so impor- 
tant to us all, with a heart-felt desire to escape 
from the thraldom of sin^ to have its yoke broken 
from off our neck, and then will we find deaths 
so' far from being an object of terror, to be rather 
a friend sent to bring us to the enjoyment of 
eternal bliss. 

I. We will consider sleep as an emblem of 
Sin. 

We are not to consider this ^o much the 
sleep of man in his natural state, as that sleep 
which is so great a snare to the people of God, 
that slumber into which it is Satan's design and 
constant endeavour to cast them, — an^ that to 



138 GOO IN HIS WORKS. 



!• 1 
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whidi he calls to his aid all the evil 
of their hearts, and all the poweifUl allies with 
which this world abounds. This is a subject of 
the deepest interest to the Christiaii, for it lies 
at the root of all his troubles, and were it not 
for sin, his life would be a peaceful and a tran- 
quil course to his haven of rest ; — ^but it is far 
otherwise. When a sinner is converted to God, 
then it is that his war&re begins, even as Israel's 
conflicts from the day they set their foot in 
Canaan. To detect the fiT$t advances of sin, 
and to have them checked, is thus a Daatter pf 
the utmost importance to a Christian, and one 
which, if always observed, would save him firom 
many a trial, and many an awakening peal^ sent 
in mercy to rouse him, lest he sleep the sleep 
of death. 

1. That we may not be ignorant of Satan's 
devices in this matter, let us see the ffradual and 
imperceptible manner in which Sleep oi^p9 on 
man. The senses become stupified, and no 
longer receive impressions from external objects; 
attention gradually ceases ; memory i^ confiined 
and lost ; our reflecting and reasoning f koultie^ 
are for the time gone ; and all our functions 9u»r 
pended, except those wbiQb do »ot depend upon 
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the will. In this state man continues, although 
alive, in many reepeets like unto the dead, 
like unto the dead, for he is ins€siaible to what 
is passing around him, — ^Uke unto the dead, tof 
he is, for the time, useless to his fellow- 
creotares. 

Such is the sleep of sin. Every thing is 
favourable to its approach. The present season 
is one of night — ^there is a pre-disposition in 
the heart to slumber — and in a world where 
sin abounds in every form, the Christian must 
needs be in continual danger of faUing asleep, 
l^e atmosphere is heavy, and before he is aware 
of it, Sleep is paralyzing his spiritual faculties* 
When sin approaches, the first thing it does is, 
like Sleep, to stupify the senses. We begin to 
think it is not so very hideous as we had been 
wont to consider it ; by degrees we become used 
to its presence ; and thus when we are induced 
to hold parley with it at all, even as Eve when 
she consented to reason with the Tempter, we 
are one atep towards the sleep of Sin. The 
other steps follow as naturally as cause and 
effect. As the imjuressions firom sin become 
stronger, the impressions from holy things 
become gradually weaker ; as the heart becomes 
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the receptacle of yain thoughts, it is less occu- 
pied by spiritual and eternal things ; — and thus 
another and a great step is gained. The tran- 
sition is becoming still more easy at each 
suocessive step. The memory is clouded ; God's 
word is by degrees forgotten, (and how can it be 
otherwise, where the mind is preoccupied ?) the 
attention gradually relaxes; spiritual discernment 
is blunted by degrees ; the distinction between 
good and evil, before well marked and defined, 
is lost; the conscience, before quick and sensitive, 
becomes gradually seared as it were with a hot 
iron; and every thing betokens a deep and 
heavy slumber. All former instructions seem to 
be forgotten, all providential dealings seem to be 
disregarded, and sin seems as if about to hold 
for ever the dominion it has acquired. How 
forcibly and fully is the power of indwelling 
sin set forth in the following sonnet from " The 
Temple," brought forward by Coleridge more 
than once in his works I — 



"Lord I with what care hast thou begirt as round I 
Parents first season us. Then schoolmasters 
Deliver us to laws. They send us bound 
To rules of reason. Holy messengers ; 
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Pulpits and Sundays ; sorrow dogging sin ; 
Affliotions torted ; anguish of all sizes ; 
Fine nets and stratagems to catch us in ! 
Bibles laid open ; millions of surprises ; 
Blessings beforehand ; ties of gratefulness ; 
The sound of glory ringing in our ears : 
Without, our shame ; within, our consciences ; 
Angels and grace ; eternal hopes and fears I 
Tet all these fences, and their whole array, 
One cunning bosom-sin blows quite away." 

Such is the power of sin, and in this slumber 
the Christian is perhaps settling down as if for 
an eternal sleep : — but a peal of thunder seems 
to shake the heavens, and rock the earth to its 
centre; — the sinner starts up, — the chains fall 
from his hands, — he sees with dismay the danger 
he had been in, the condition to which he had 
been reduced, — and, with increased cause of 
thankfiilness to his God for mercy so unde- 
served, he shakes off his slumber, and pursues 
his course. How salutary is the warning of 
the Apostle on this subject to us all I — " Take 
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to-day ; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 
For we are made partakers of Christ, if we 
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hold the begixmiiig of our confidence stedfast 
unto the end.**— (Heb. iii. 12-14.) 

I find I have anticipated what I had intend- 
ed to make a distinct point for consideration, 
yiz. that as during Sleep we are exposed to 
many dangers, which, but for the protecting 
care of God, would destroy us; so when a 
Christian falls into the sleep of sin, he falls 
into greater dangers, and would be an easy 
prey to the roaring lion, but toe the watchful 
care of " the God of sll grace.'* This is the 
great distinguishing feature of the Gospel of 
Christ, that it is " the Gospel of the grace of 
God ;" that it does not deal with man accord- 
ing to his deserts, but according to the loving- 
kindness and tender mercy of a Grod who is 
not willing that sinners should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. 

2. There is an attendant on Seep which we 
cannot here omit to consider. I mean Dreams. 
It is a strtmge state, but yet one which most 
persons do more or less experience. — Scenes 
the most unusual and unheard of present them- 
selves, yet they are for the time not considered 
stnmge. Scenes the most fearful, and scenes 
the most ludicarous mingle together in strange 
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combination. Time seems here to have no 
place. The past^ present, and future s^em 
woven into one. Past scenes and objects no 
longer in existence here below, are mingled 
with the present, and it may be with the future 
too. Faces we have never seen before appear 
to us familiar, whilst those of friends look 
strangely cold upon us. But whilst the scenes 
are thus shifbmg in the wildest confusion, sud^ 
deolj Sleep flies away., and all the airy phan*^ 
toms vanish. But Dreams are not all of this 
incoherent nature ; for although it be, generally 
•speaking, true, that, as Locke says, '< The 
dreams of sleeping men are all made up of the 
waking man's ideas, though for the most part 
oddly put together;" yet is it equally true 
that the Lord often makes use of dreams 
for imprinting on the soul the most important 
instructions. ^^ In a dream, in a vision of the 
night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in 
slumberings upon the bed; then he openetk 
the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction.^ 
(Job xxxiii. 15, 16.) Such was the dream of 
Abimelech (Gen. xx. 3); such was the dream 
of Jacob (Gen. xxviii. 12); such was the 
dream of Laban the Syrian (Gen. xxxi. 24) ; 
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such was the dream of Solomon (1 Kings iiL 
5); such was the dream of Nebuchadnezzar 
(Dan. ii. 1) ; such was the dream of Daniel 
(Dan. vii 1) ; such was the dream of Joseph 
(Matt. iL 19, 22) ; and so does the Lord still 
impress upon the hearts of lus children many 
an important lesson of rebuke, or warning, or 
consolation. There is another little point I 
would wish to notice here. Sometimes during 
a dream we are conscious that it is a dream, and 
can shake off Sleep in a moment. 

But dreams are not confined to visions of the 
night. The slumber of sin is always accom- 
panied by dreams. What is the gay, smiling, 
busy world, hurrying to and fro, seeking happi- 
ness where it never yet was found, and so 
intent on the search, so eager in the pursuit, 
as to pass by happiness where it never yet was 
missed; — ^what is it all but an assemblage of 
dreamers? Infinite variety in their visions, 
some having more the appearance of truth 
than others, but still, all dreams, all imsub- 
stantial, as long as the heart is fixed on the . 
things which are seen, and are temporal, to 
the exclusion of those which are unseen and 
eternal. 
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" I see that all are wanderers, gone astray 
Each in his own delusions ; they are lost 
In chase of fancied happiness, still woo'd 
And never won. Dream after dream ensues ; 
And still they dream that they shall still succeed. 
And still are disappointed. Rings the world 
With the vain stir. I sum up half mankind. 
And add two-thirds of the remaining half. 
And find the total of their hopes and fears 
Dreams, empty dreams.** 

COWPER. 

But is it **The World" alone who dream? 
Happy would it be for " The Church," if this 
were so. But it is fiu* otherwise ; for we read 
that ^' while the Bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept." — (Matt. xxv. 5.) Dream- 
ing perhaps of many an age of truth's increasing 
conquests yet' to intervene before their Lord's 
approach ; when, lo I all their visions are sud- 
denly dispelled by the loud midnight cry, " Be- 
hold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 
meet him." — (Matt. xxv. 6.) Nor is this the 
condition of the church merely as a body. The 
individual Christian also, when the slumber of 
sin creeps on him, has his dreams. Strange 
as it might appear, there are none, even 
amongst Christians, who do not dream more 
or less, being more or less under the influence 
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of the old and corrupt nature. At such seasons 
what strange combmations take place ! i^hat 
strange and distorted yiews of objects are taken, 
such as in his waking hours the Christian 
would have almost thought impossible I £ut 
still such seasons are often used hy the Lord 
to seal deep instruction to the hearts o£ those 
who might at the time appear to us to be 
beyond its reach. And then, when the Lord 
in mercy shows him that he is but dreaming'^ 
and enables him, through grace, to burst Sleep's 
silken fetters ; when he looks to the past, and 
sees that all that had been occupying his mind 
was visionary, how should regret for the past 
stimulate to exertion for the fiiture. 

3. The next feature in Sleep we will con- 
sider is, that it is pleasing. This need be but 
mentioned to be acknowledged by all; for it 
is a propensity which is manifested on every 
side; " yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to sleep." — (Prov. 
vi. 10.) Is it not the same with respect to 
sin ? Man by nature loves it ; he loves dark- 
ness rather than light ; therefore we are so con- 
tinually warned to have our aiFections set on 
the things which are above, not on those on 
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the earth — to lay up treasures in heaven, not 
upon earth — to love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. This truth 
is brought before us very naturally by John 
Bunyan in his allegory of the sinner's path 
to glory. The pilgrims arrive at a place called 
" the Enchanted Ground," the nature of which 
is to make travellers drowsy, and are tempted 
to lie down and enjoy the pleasing refreshment 
of Sleep, notwithstanding the previous warning 
given them by the shepherds. What continual 
watchfulness, and what frequent warnings are 
necessary to keep Christians awake, when all 
around tends to drowsiness, and all within is 
predisposed to slumber ; and what a never- 
ceasing exercise of God's care, to preserve the 
souls of his dear children from the many dangers 
by which they are surrounded in a guilty world ! 
4. One observation more will conclude our 
consideration of this branch of the subject. 
As long as we feel the influence of Sleep, it 
is but in its ^rst stage^ we are but dosing, it 
has not yet overmastered us completely ; and if 
we be really anxious to shake off Sleep, that is 
the time ; for each successive moment but makes 
the effort more difficult and more powerless. 
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Is any sensible of the s^roadi of sin ? Flee 
unto your God, before the heart grows callous 
and hardened ; that is the most &yoiirable 
time to ** resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you;" and that you may do so effectually, '^dra^r 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you." 
— (James iv. 7, 8.) Put it not off for a single 
moment, for each successive moment is an ad- 
vantage to the enemy of your soul — each suc- 
cessive moment is an increase of helplessness 
to yourself, an increase of power to sin, and 
an increase of that deadness and insensibility 
to guilt, which is one of sin's most awful and 
deadly features. Let the words be continually 
sounding in your ears — " Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light." — (Eph. v. 14.) Delay 
not even to parley with the tempter, but flee, 
or you may be overpowered, and Sleep encircle 
you with its all-subduing influence. 

II. We now cbme to the second branch of 
our subject, which will not occupy as much 
time as the first. Sleep not only represents 
to us a state of sin, but also the fruit, or wages 
of sin, which is death. — (Bom. vi. 23.) This 
not being a subject into which the experience 
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of the living can enter, we must be satisfied 
without penetrating beyond the sur&ce, and 
can only consider it in its external appearance, 
save as it is revealed to us in Scripture. We 
have the epithet frequently applied in God's 
word. David says, "lighten mine eyes, lest 
I sleep the sleep of death." — (Ps. xiii. 3.) 
This term is sometimes applied to the church 
and the world indiscriminately, as in Daniel 
xii. 2, " Mainy of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, — some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.** 
Just as the felon previous to his execution is 
immured in the dungeon, kept fast bound with 
chains and fetters, and surrounded by bolts and 
bars, so is the sinner who has not fled for 
refuge to the Redeemer. He sleeps the sleep 
of death ; he is immured in the grave, bound 
fast whence none can deliver him ; until, at 
length the trumpet sounds, his chains &11 oiF, 
his prison-house is opened, he hears the voice of 
the Son of God, and he must come forth to 
hear his final sentence, — " shame and everlasting 
contempt ;" " everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels." — (Dan. xii. 2 ; Matt. 
XXV. 41.) 
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How different when the righteous sleeps 
the sleep of death ! ^^ I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours ; and their works do follow them." 
—(Rev. xiv. 13.) 

« It matters little at what hour o' the day 
The righteoos falls asleep.** 

And why? Because he sleeps in Jesus, and 
" them which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him." — (1 Thess. iv. 14.) It is like unto 
one, who, wearied with his journey or his day's 
labour, lies down, and his sleep is refreshing 
to him ; and when the morning sunbeam enters 
his chamber, he rises from sleep as it were 
to new life, renovated in strength, and prepared 
for whatever the advancing day may bring with 
it. So the believer in Christ. His journey 
over — ^his warfare accomplished — ^his race run — 
he lays him down in peace, until the beams of 
the returning sun, even the Sun of Righteous- 
ness himself, shine brightly on this earth once 
more, and penetrate even to the depths of the 
grave to rouse the slumberers there, and the 
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welcome voice of his beloved master is heard, 
calling him forth to the enjoyment of a blood- 
bought inheritance. He starts up with reno- 
vated Btrength, for he is clothed upon with 
his house which is from heaven, (2 Cor. v. 2,) 
his vile body is fashioned like unto the glorious 
body of his Bedeemer, (Phil. iii. 21,) changed 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump, (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52,) he comes 
forth with joy to meet him whom his soul 
loveth, and dwell with him for ever. — (1 Thess. 
iv. 17.) Oh, who can paint the transport of 
that moment to the child of God ? Who that 
can realize even a little of the triumph over 
death and the grave, which will then be visible 
and complete, does not feel his heart moved 
with an eager desire that he may be at God's 
right hand exalted in " that day," when Christ 
shall raise his people to sit with him upon his 
throne ? — (Bev. iii. 21.) Let the approach of 
night teach us all that the night of death is 
fast approaching ; — ^let the approach of night 
teach us all to ^' number our days," and, seeing 
the Utile space allotted to us, to flee without 
delay unto him who has " led captivity captive ;" 
who has robbed death of its sting, and the 
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grave of its victory ; who has through death 
destroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and delivered them who 
through fear of death were all their life-time 
subject to bondage. — (Heb. ii. 14, 15.) As 
each returning evening brings on the silent 
night, let it bring us closer to him in whom is 
no darkness at all, to him who ever welcomes 
the returning sinner, washes him from all sin 
in his own blood, delivers him from the wages 
of sin, which is death, and presents him &ult- 
less before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy. — (Jude 24.) 

When night invests my soul with gloom^ 
And dark forebodings of the tomb 
On fancy's pinions hover near. 
And fill my heart with anxious fear ; — 
Then, O my Saviour, let thy light 
Shine forth to my enraptur'd sight. 
Dispel the deepening gloom away. 
And fill my soul with endless day ! 

When night flies off with all its fears. 
And morning clad in light appears. 
To lure my heart with tempting wile. 
To bask in Time's delusive smile ; — 
Then, O my Saviour, let thy love 
So bind my soul to joys above. 
That earthly pleasures all may seem 
The visions of some fleeting dreamt 
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XII. 

THE HARVEST. 



** The Harvest is the end of the world."— Matt, xiii 39. 
" Now is oome MaTatton."— Ber. xil. 10. 



The glory of the year is come. The Harvest, 
for which all the other seasons were but a pre- 
paration: — the Harvest) which fills the heart 
of the husbandman with joy, and sheds forth 
the blessing of plenty on God*s ungratefifl 
creatures. What a picture of busy life is here 
aet before us! The country presents an ap- 
pearance of beauty in whatever direction the 
eye is turned. We may see the trees bending 
with the weight of their ripening finiits, the 
meadows beginning to show their second growth 
of light green, and the com fields waving with 
their golden produce. Nature seems to have 
put on her richest robes, and when all this is 
beheld in the rays of an Autumnal Sun, it 
presents to the admirer of the works of Grod a 
scene which gladdens his very heart, and raises 
his thoughts to him who crowneth the year 
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with his goodness, (Psahn Ixv. 11,) giving us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness. — (Acts xiv. 
17.) Where the landscape presents such rich 
variety the eye does not soon tire of the scene ; 
the sounds of rural life borne on the refreshing 
breeze delight the ear ; and nature, animate and 
inanimate, shows forth the goodness of our Grod, 
and the unchangeable nature of his promise, 
who said, that while the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and Harvest shall not cease. — (Gen. viiL 
22.) Even to the superficial admirer of God's 
works such a picture is beautiful : — surpassingly 
beautiful it is to him who can there behold Ke- 
demption in its accomplishment, Salvation in its 
perfection ; — who can see in the ingathering of 
the Harvest the ingathering of God's children, 
when the Harvest of souls being ripened for 
glory, the Lord shall send forth his reapers to 
gather the wheat into his bam. — (Matt. xiii. 
30.) 

The uses made of the Harvest in Scripture 
are numerous and varying, and yet there seems 
to be a connexion between them all, and a 
common centre round which they all revolve. 
That common centre is salvation. 
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For instance, if the seed sown be the word of 
God, (Matt, xiii.) is it not the word of salvation, 
(Acts xiii. 26,) the word which is ^^ able to make 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus ?"_(2 Tun. iii. 15.) If, then, the 
seed sown be the word of God, is not the Har- 
vest reaped the souls which are saved by means 
of that word? — Of this we have a striking 
instance in the words of our Lord, who calls 
the bringing souls to the knowledge of the 
truth, a harvest. " Say not ye," saith the 
Saviour, " There are yet four months, and then 
Cometh harvest ? Behold, I say unto you. Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the fields ; for they 
are white already to harvest. And he that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth &uit 
unto life eternal : that both he that soweth and 
he that reapeth may rejoice together." — (John 
iv. 35, 36.) And again, "when he saw the 
multitudes, he was moved with compassion on 
them, because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then 
saith he unto his disciples. The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest, that 
he will send forth labourers into his Harvest." 
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(Matt, ix* 36-38.) I£ the seed sown be tib.^ 
mortal body of the believer, is not tho 
Harvest his glorified body, when he shall 
arise from the dust of the earth to meet^ 
the Lord in the air? — (1 Cor. xv. 37, 38.) 
And what is this, but the bringing him into 
the actual possession and enjoyment of salvation 
in its fulness, by the union of the soul with a 
body of glory, instead of a body of humi- 
liation? — (Phil.* iii. 21.) And again, — if the 
seed sown be "the children of the kingdom,** 
now growing in the midst of an ungodly world, 
and mingled with the tares, "the children of 
the wicked one;" — ^what is the Harvest, but 
the end of that mixed state, when " the Son of 
Man shall send forth his angels, and they shall ' 
gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire : there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let 
him hear." — (Matt. xiii. 41-43.) 

Thus we see all these rays of heavenly light 
converging to one focus, and that — salvation. 
Even as the winter seed-time, the spring. 
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which brings to light the tender blade, and the 
sununer, which produces the well-filled ear, all 
unite in . autumn to produce the plentiM 
Harvest. 

I. As there could not be Harvest without 
seed-time, let us first iov a moment consider the 
seed-time. 

What a chill creeps over us, as we are carried 
back from the rich verdure and glowing heat of 
the autumn landscape to the leafless trees, the 
dreary waste, and gloomy barrenness of winter I 
And yet, during this dreary season the process 
commences, which terminates in Harvest. The 
ground is broken up, and prepared for the 
reception of the seed. The seed is cast into 
the ground. The juices which cause it to swell 
are conveyed to the germ, which is always 
placed at one extremity of the seed, and cause 
it to sprout. After a little the tender blade 
appears above the surface of the ground, and 
in this state continues, until the winter is over 
and gone, the fine weather approaches, and as 
summer advances, the ear bursts firom its coats, 
and ripens for the approaching Harvest. It is 
needless to add, that the husbandman must 
sow in &ith; not because he can see, but 
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because he believes that in due time he shall 
reap. 

Such is the present state. It is the seed- 
time, without which, according to God's order 
in the kingdom of grace, there would be no 
Harvest in ^Hhe dispensation of the fulness of 
times." — (Eph. i. 10.) It is a dreary season, 
it is a wintry season to the child of God, and 
especially so, when he thmks of the bright and 
glorious state which awaits him, when a croivn 
of glory will be his, and an incorruptible inhe- 
ritance of never-ending bliss. It is the season 
when trials and afflictions await the Christian, 
especially when he goes forth to sow the seed, 
and engages in what Cecil calls " the hard work 
of introducing God into his own world." It 
is the season when the unpromising nature of 
the soil, and the obstructions cast in his way by 
the devil sometimes so encourage the unbelief 
of the natural heart, that he is inclined to 
imagine that surely he has spent his strength in 
vain : and yet, this is the season in which the 
seed is sown, which is to produce the fruits in 
the time of Harvest. 

But the ground must be prepared for the 
reception of the seed ; for, of all who hear the 
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word, comparatively few are they who seem to 
receive it in an honest and good heart.— (Luke 
viii. 15.) And what is the honest and good 
heart ? — ^not a heart naturally so ; for " there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one" (Psalm 
liii. 3) ; but a heart prepared by God himself 
for the reception of the seed, which is the word 
of God, for " the preparation of the heart in 
man is from the Lord" (Prov. xvi. 1) : there- 
fore saith the prophet, " O Lord, I know that 
the way of man is not in himself; it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps." — (Jer. 
X. 23.) In this life, then, the ground must be 
prepared, and in this life the seed must be 
sown. '' The seed is the word of God," 
(Luke viii. 11,) and the "sower soweth the 
word." — (Mark iv. 14.) He must sow in this 
wintry season, he must sow amid many difficul- 
ties, in many an unpromising spot ; but he sows, 
not because he thinks it likely that the ground is 
fertile, but because the Lord of the Harvest 
has sent him forth, saying, " In the morning 
sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thine hand : for thou knowest not whether shall 
prosper, either this or that, or whether they 
both shall be alike good." — (Eccl. xi. 
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Many a grain may fidi on the beaten pathway, 
many a grain may ftU where all beneath the 
sur&ce is hard rock, many a grain may fidl 
where the " thistly curse" alone grows to ma- 
turity ; but still, his labour, if it be in the 
Lord, is not in yain (1 Cor. xv* 58) ; for some 
fills upon *^ good ground," and springs up, and 
brings forth, some aa hundred-fold, some sixty, 
some thirty, (Matt. [xiii. 23,) to gladden the 
sower's heart. Nor need he despond even 
though he should never see the fruit of his 
labour: his work is a work of faith, the 
result is with the Lord. — (1 Cor. iii. 6, 7.) 
" Sometimes we complain that we work in vain, 
and have no success in our charitable labours ; 
yet if we began to work with the simple inten- 
tion to subserve the will of God we mtist attain 
our object, be the issue what it may." — (Christ 
our Example.) 

How important is this present life, on which 
the eternal destiny of the whole hmnan race is 
hanging I How important the ministry of the 
word, through means of which spiritual life is 
conveyed to the soul, and made appear in the 
Christian's course, it may be but as the tender 
blade, but still without this there cannot be a 
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Harvest at the end of the present dispensation. 
How loudly does this proclaim to every soul 
to whom the Gospel comes — "Take heed, 
therefore, how ye hear." — (Luke viii. 18.) 
And, as the labourers are few in comparison 
of the wants, the ignorance, and the spiritual 
destitution of the many who are perishing for 
lack of knowledge, should we not all obey the 
command of Him who felt for the souls of 
periahing dnnerB? «Pmy ye, therefore, the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest." — (Matt. ix. 38.) 

11. There is stiU another preliminary which 
we may consider, and which is more imme- 
diately connected with the Harvest. The 
First'FruitSy mentioned in Leviticus : " Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say unto them. 
When ye be come into the land which I give 
unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, 
then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits 
of your harvest unto the priest ; and he shall 
wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted 
for you : on the morrow after the sabbath the 
priest shall wave it." — (Lev. xxiii. 10, 11.) 
The only point I will notice in connexion with 
this is, that the Harvest could not be reaped 

M 
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until the sheaf of first-fruita was brought iiiy 
and offered in the temple before the Lord. 

In the application of this there can be no 
choice, for it is decided by the word of God : — 
« Christ the first-fruits." — (1 Cor. xv. 23.) 
But how is he the first-fiiiits of the Harvest ? 
^^ Now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first-fruits of them that slept^ — 
(1 Cor. xv. 20.) Many grains of seed had been 
cast into the earth, but there could be no 
Harvest without the first-fruits, there could be 
no resurrection to the Church, and consequently 
no enjoyment of salvation, had not Jesus been 
raised for their justification. — (1 Cor. xv. 14, 
17, 18.) But the first-fruits have been waved 
before the Lord, Christ has been raised, and 
his people have in his resurrection an earnest 
and a pledge of their own at the approaching 
Harvest. 

III. We now come to the Harvest itself. 
The cold, cheerless seed-time is forgotten : all 
the hopes and fears of the husbandman re- 
specting the coming season are swallowed up 
in certainty : and the rich and beautiful appear- 
ance of the country harmomzes weU wiS^e 
joy of the Harvest-home. Perhaps there b 
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no scene of rural life so cheerful, so full of 
life, and of such importance to the whole com- 
munity. In some fields the reapers are busy 
at work, the ripe com &lls before the sickle, 
and is bound in sheaves ; in others it is already 
stacked; and in others we may see the 
labourers collecting to draw home the produce 
of the fields, that it may be gathered into the 
bam, threshed, winnowed, and the chaff sepa- 
rated fix)m the wheat. The prevailing features 
of the scene are life and joy, and well may it 
be called the life and joy of the year, the 
summing up and result of all the other seasons. 
" The Harvest is the end of the world," — 
literally, the completion of the age. — (Matt. xiii. 
39.) When that blessed time shall have come, 
how little will the trials and afflictions of this life 
be thought of, save as enhancing the joy of 
« the children of the kingdom." 

*'They are far from all danger and fear, 
While remembrance enhances their joys, 
Ab the storm, when escap'd, will endear 
The retreat that the haven supplies." 

But there is a subject connected with this 
scene of life and joy, which makes the heart 
sad; and yet so closely are they intertwined 
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that one cannot be considered without the 
other. It is the destruction of ihe wicked, — 
the burning of the tares, — ^the treading of the 
vine of the earth in the great wine-press of 
the wrath of God. We will see this in the 
Scripture account of the Harvest. <^ He that 
sowelh the good seed is the Son of Man; the field 
is the world ; the good seed are the children of 
the kingdom ; but the tares are the children of 
the wicked one ; the enemy that sowed them is 
the devil ; the harvest is the end of the world ; 
and the reapers are the angels. As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ; 
so shall it be in the end of this world." — 
(Matt. xiii. 37-40.) Look now to the descrip- 
tion given by St. John :-^" And I looked, and 
behold a white doud, and upon the doud one 
sat like unto the Son of Man, having on his 
head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp 
sickle. And another angel came out of the 
temple, crying with a loud voice to him that 
sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and 
reap : for the time is come for thee to reap ; 
for the Harvest of the earth is ripe. And he 
that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the 
earth ; and the earth was reaped. And another 
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angel came out of the temple which is in 
heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And 
another angel came out from the altar, which 
had power over fire; and cried with a loud 
cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying. 
Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the 
clusters of the vine of the earth ; for her 
grapes are iully ripe. And the angel thrust in 
his sickle into the earth, and gathered the 
vine of the earth, and cast it into the great 
wine-press of the wrath of God. And the 
wine-press was trodden without the city, and 
blood came out of the wine-press, even 
unto the horse-bridles, by the space of a 
thousand and six hundred furlongs."— (Bev. xiv. 
14-20.) May Grod in his mercy grant that 
every one who reads this awful description, 
may find in Jesus a refuge from the judgment, 
which will most assuredly overtake all who 
are not " in that day" " found in him," when 
" he will throughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the gamer; but he will 
bum up the chaff with unquenchable fire." — 
{Matt. iii. 12 ; Luke iii. 17.) 

But, the righteous! — What tongue can tell 
their glory, when they shall shine forth as the 
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sun in the kingdom of their &tlier? The joy 
of Harvest is a fidnt type of the joy of God's 
children, when they hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and start up to everlasting life : when 
the angels shall be sent forth with the com- 
mission, ^^ Gather my saints together unto me." 
— (Ps. 1. 5.) Not one grain will be lost in the 
winnowing, nor will a single particle of the 
chaff be preserved. How clearly will the dis- 
tinction then be seen << between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth Grod 
and him that serveth him not." — (Mai. iii. 18.) 
When we look forward to God's judgments 
until the heart trembles at the prospect, and we 
feel with David, *^ Horror hath taken hold upon 
me because of the wicked that forsake thy law," 
(Ps. cxix. 53,) what a relief it is to look to 
" the year of his redeemed," when the Harvest 
will be gathered in. Oh, what tongue can 
describe the lovely contrast ? Where shall we 
find a parallel ? We may txun to Ocean in its 
wildest moments ; we may listen to the howling 
of the wind ; we may gaze on the masses of 
dark cloud floating above our head, and threat- 
ening to burst upon us Lq a rushing torrent ; we 
may see the little bark on the foaming billows 
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mounting up to heaven, and going down again 
to the depths : — and then we may turn to the 
same Ocean cahn and 6till, rejoicing in the 
bright sunshine, and the weary mariners safe in 
their desired haven ; — and the contrast is indeed 
great. Or, we may look to the earth under 
the influence of the tempest ; we may see the 
strongest buildings rocking to their foundation, 
the loftiest trees torn up by the roots, and with 
a crash Mling prostrate to the earth ; we may 
see the conflagration raging, and devouring all 
before it, and the shrieks of distress sometimes 
rising even above the war of the elements : — 
and then« we may turn to the same scene, all 
the ruin repaired, all the terror forgotten, 
basking in the cahn stiUness of a summer- 
evening, and shining in the clear light of a 
summer sun, — and great indeed is the change. 
But what is all this ? Less than nothing, and 
vanity, when we think of the Harvest, when 
we look forward to the fer more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory which awaits the 
people of the Most High, when the times of 
refreshmg shall come from the presence of the 
Lord. How little will all the discouragements 
of seed-time be regarded, when " he that goeth 
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forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again ^th rejoidng, bringing 
his sheaves with him.'* — (Ps. cxxvi* 6.) 

Let this subject bring to our souls the most 
serious reflections: when we see the sower 
going forth in winter, let us lift up our hearts 
to the Lord, that he would bless the labours of 
the ministers of the Gospel ; when we see the 
green blade peeping above the surface of the 
ground, let us consider the effect which the 
word will have on us, if we really receive it 
into our hearts ; .and when we see the labourers 
going forth to gather in the Harvest, let our 
thoughts soar onward to the time of the in- 
gathering of God's people, and let us be more 
earnest, that "in that day" we may not be 
found amongst the chaff, or the tares. To those 
who can look forward in fidth to the setting up 
of the kingdom of Christ, and, when He says 
"Behold, I come quickly,*' can reply, "Even 
so, come. Lord Jesus," what a glorious prospect 
is opened up by such contemplations. To such 
the ripening com fields convey images of blessed- 
ness yet future, of glory yet to be revealed. 
" Thus," (to use the words of Bishop Horsley,) 
the Harvest is the constant image of that 
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season wh^i God shall gather his elect from 
the four winds of heaven, reap the field of the 
world, gather his wheat into his bam, and bum 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Images 
which relate, not to the translation of the just 
to heaven, and the burning of the wicked in 
hell, but to the placing of the faithful in a 
state of peace and security on earthy and to the 
excision of the incorrigible of the irreligious 
faction.*^ — (Bishop Horsley, note on Isa. xviii.) 
May this prospect call loudly to every 
professing Christian, ^^ Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the fidth.* — (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) 
And may the Spirit of the living God dwell in 
each of our hearts, and guide us into all the 
tmth ; that, when the trumpet shall sound, we 
may rise to meet the Lord in the air, and be 
for ever with him. 



We have now seen some of the rich treasures 
which are laid up in the Works of God, some 
of the lessons of warning and consolation 
which are taught us there: but still we must 
remember that this is not our rest, that sin has 
polluted it, and that, while as pilgrims and 
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itrangers we may enjoy such exalted pleasure 
from beholding God in his Works, when once 
we begin to feel at home in the wilderness, the 
blessings we enjoy are beginning to be con- 
verted into poison, instead of quiokening our 
desires for the rest which remaineth for the 
people of God. 



The earth is strewed around with snn-bright flow'rs 

Of richest odomr ; and the air is filled 

With sonnds that fall on the enraptnr'd ear. 

As though the echo of the golden harps 

Of the celestial city ; and a throng 

Of airy phantoms float along the breeze, 

Array *d in robes of pleasure's richest dye. 

The path leads downward ; — ^bnt it seems so smooth. 

And sinks so imperceptibly, that we 

With fond delusion fancy it a plain. 

And all is safe — safe as the ocean-calm 

Which ushers in the whirlwind's desolation : 

Safe as the morning sunbeam, which would seem 

To usher in a glorious summer-day. 

But to the eye of tried experience tells 

Of gloom and thunder-clouds to roll ere night : 

Safe as the wolf in robe of stolen fleece : — 

Safe as the foe of dark, envenom'd heart. 

Wearing bright friendship's fair and lovely mask. 

And all is thus in safety. Kow we stoop 

To gather some fidr flower, when lo ! it breaks, 

And falls in fragments at our slightest touch. 

We seize another ; but a worm lies hid 

Within its very heart, and life is withered. 
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We grasp a third, and hastily withdraw 

Our eager hand» for it has clasp'd a thorn. 

And now the oft-repeated strain grows dull. 

And ceases to content the wearied ear. 

Whilst pleasure cannot satisfy the mind 

That bears the seeds of immortalhy 

Within itself, and cannot rest in peace 

With aught that bears mortality's frail stamp. 

Content with nought but an abiding God, 

However fair the many-tender'd bribes 

To lull it into rest with aught beside. 

But still we hurry forward ; for a spell 

Enwraps our senses, ** drunk, though not with wine," 

And the smooth road leads o'er no rugged steep. 

But see I the path has reach'd its destin'd end ; 

And whither has it led ? To vacancy ? 

Look down — ^you start — ^nay, do not shrink away ; 

'Tis but a plunge, and one we all must take : 

Haw soon is hidden from the ken of all 

8ave Him who holds the keys of hell and death. 

Then must we all sink down in blank despaur ? 

No. — Thanks to Him who bought us with his blood, 

There is a free, abundant entrance made 

(For all who, leaving every other prop. 

Best upon Him, and upon Him alone,) 

Into a bright inheritance, whose flow^ 

Can never fade before the breath of time. 

Or wear the thorn, for there is no more curse ; 

Whose harmonies can never pain the ear. 

But grow still sweeter as they roll along 

The ages of eternity, enrich'd 

By an eternally increasing choir. 

No note of discord jars upon the ear. 

For there is but one song, a song of love. 

And flowing from the heart, and thus it runs— 
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" To Him that loved, and washed as in hia blood* 

And made ns kings and priests onto ovr Qod, 

Be glory and dominion evermore." 

There the glad heart, enlarge it as you willj 

Can find enoogh to fill it, for it dwells 

Where dwells all folness^— at the somtM of Joy, 

And love, and peace ; yea, where a tide of bliss 

Rolls like a mighty river o'er the soul $ 

And this to all eternity I Oh, who 

Would not take np the royal psalmist's song, 

'* 1*11 freely take salvation's offered cup, 

And call on his blest name who brimm'd it o'er." 

Who would not haste and join the victor's train, 

Now that the foe is vanquish'd ? Who would not 

Draw near the Cross, have heavenly peace below^ 

And wear a bright, unfading crown above ? 

Oh, who would not, the heavy reck'ning paid. 

Have life eternal for eternal death ? 

The gate is open, mercy's voice calls loud, 

** O, turn ye, turn ye, wherefore will ye die ?" 

The Sphrit and the Bride alike say, ** Come I" 

Let him that hears the gracious call, say, « Come !" 

And whosoever thirsteth, let him come. 

And freely take of Life's eternal stream t 



THE END. 
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the Frimitive Church. By the Bev. Isaac Ashe, A.B. Third Edition^ 
18mo, 6d. sewed. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE DIS- 

COUBSES AND FABABLES OF OUB LOBD JESUS CHBIST. Second 
Edition^ enlarged, 12mo, 2s. 6d. doth. 

THE CHURCH CATECHISM, with Scripture Refe- 

rences by the Bev. W. Atthill, A.M. Bector of Fintona. 12mo, eewed^ Id. or 
7b. per hundred. 

THE WAY OF CATECHISING adapted to the Church 
Catechism, with Scripture Beftrences, by Bev. W. Atthill, A.M. Small 8vo, 
3s. cloth. 

THREE HUNDRED ORDINATION QUESTIONS. 

By the late Bev. Bighard Hobabt, A.M. Curate of Boss. Third Edition. 
Is. 6d. Bewed. 

ANSWERS TO THREE HUNDRED ORDINATION 

QUESTIONS. By a Divinity Student. Small 8vo, Is. 6d. sewed. 

The QUESTIONS and ANSWEBS may be had bound together in cloth 
lettered, price 3s. 6d. 

AN EPITOME OF THE GENERAL COUNCILS 

OF THE CHUBCH, from the Council of Nice, A.D. 326, to the year 1563, 
when the Boman Council of Trent finished its sittings ; with incidental 
mention of other Councils, &c. By Bichabd Obieb, D.D. 8vo, 9b. cloth. 

AN ANALYSIS OF BISHOP BURNET'S EXPO- 
SITION OF THE THIBTY-NINE ABTICLES, with Notes. By the Bev. 
Thomas Newland, A.M. ISmo, 9b. 6d. doth. 

AN ANALYSIS OF BISHOP BUTLER'S ANA- 

LOGY OF NATUBAL AND BEVEALED BELIOION. By the Bev. 
BicHABO Hobabt, A.M. Small 8vo, 4b. cloth. 
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PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY IN IRELAND, in a 

to Hkooim Moore, Eiq. czhibHiag hia lOatelenMiito in hit Hiatoty 
g wp ortin g tho latn&ntOum ot ChriManitf into Irdand, and the Bcligiono 
TMMt* of the OMrlj Irlih Chrietiane, from Bmmmy J. MonoK Masov, r<KD. 
8nudl8TO,Sa. doUi. 

GUIDE TO AN IRISH GENTLEMAN IN HIS 

BEABCH POR A BELIOION. Being an Annrer to Bfr. Moore*s '* TrmveU 
of an Iriah Gentleman In eeareh of a ReUgirni." Bj MoBTxmn O'Suxutait, 
OlD. Small Sto, 7*. 6d. doth. 

CHRISTIAN MELODIES, a Colleotioii of Hymns for 

Public and BrlTate Wonhip, pnbliihed under the eanetion of Hie Grace tbe 
late Archblihop of Tuam. Sixth Bditum^ beantifliUy printed in 32mo, witli 
a Supplement of 40 additional Hymni leleeted by a Clergyman, li. 6d. doth. 

HTMNS FOR THE USE OF TRINITY CHURCH. 

Lower Qardiner-flreet ISmo, Is. doth lettered.' 

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY. Addressed to 

tboae who profcrn to be IbUowen of the liord Jeeua Chiiat Seeoml Edition^ 
tniarg0dt imall Sto, 2i. 6d. doCh. 

A BRIEF VIEW OF ECCLESIASTICAL HIS- 
TORY, from the Earlleit Forlods to the Pkoent Time. F^mrth EdMon^ 
enlarged, li. 6d. doth. 

VILLEROI; or,' Religion founded on Principle, 

VOT ON ExoiTBMBNT. By the Author of ** The Valley of Clneone,** && &c. 
Small 870, 5b. cloth. 

A VISIT TO MY BIRTH-PLACE. Fifth Edition. 

ISmo, 3i. 6d. bound in doth. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF IRELAND. By the Author 

of ** A Visit to my Birth-place.'* 18mo, Sa. 6d. bound in doth. 

ABBEY OF INNISMOYLE. By the Author of •< A 

Viilt to my Birth-place.** TMrd Edition^ ISmo, 3e. hound in doth. 

RETROSPECTIONS ; A SOLDIER'S STORY. By 

tht Author of " A Vldt to my Birth-place.** Second Edition, ISmo, 3a. 
bound in doth. 

MY OWN STORY. By the Author of « A Visit to 

my Birth-place,** &c ISmo, with FTOntiipieoe, 2e. bound in doth. 

THE MARTYR OF PRUSA, or the First and Last 

Prayer. A Tale of the Early ChrlBtians. By tbe Rey, Robkbt Wood 
Kyle. Second Editiont 18mo, Is. 6d. bound in doth. 

NATURE AND GRACE EXEMPLIFIED, By the 

Wife of a Clergyman. Second Edition^ improved, Is. eewed. 

ELLMER CASTLE ; a Roman Catholic Story of the 

Nineteenth Century. Fifth EdMon^ ISmo, St. 6d. bound in doth. 

EDMOND O'HARA. By the Author of " EUmer 

Castle.** Second Edition, ISmo, Ss. 6d. bound in doth. 

FATHER BUTLER AND THE LOUGH DERG 

pilgrim I Irish Sketches. By WlixiAK Carlbtov, Author of *• Trdts 
and Stories of the Irish Fossantry.** Second Edition^ small Svo, 8s. 6d. doth 



